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Preface 


HE Chapters of this Volume are the 
ale outcome of an ever-deepening conviction 
that the greatest spiritual need of the 
day is a higher level of holy living in all who 
name Christ’s name; a greater resistance to the 
growing tendency to approximate far too closely 
to the prevailing worldly spirit; and a more 
decided practical confession of the claims of God 
upon the whole round of daily life. 

They have been written in no censorious spirit, 
still less in any narrow or Pharisaic one; but 
simply to exhibit, as clearly and fully as possible, 
what I believe the Scriptures of Truth to teach; 
and they are sent forth with the hope and prayer 
that they may be found helpful by some, in 
leading to a higher conception of what Christ 
designs all His disciples to be. 


G. H. KNIGHT. 
Garelochhead, 1909. 





II. 
III. 
ve 


VI. 
VIL. 
VII. 
ix 


XI. 
XII. 
XIII. 


XIV. 


Contents 


—, PAGE 
“CALLED TO BE SAINTS” ; . 5 3 


“A HOLY PEOPLE UNTO THE LORD” . 13 


“ PERFECTING Houiwess” Sok ens Sees 


(HoLinEss) IN LIFE’S COMMON THINGS . Ba 

THE LIGHTER HOURS OF LIFE . 4 cds 

SAINTS) IN C#SAR’S HOUSEHOLD . : 53 

Tan Jour towns), “-s9 . .. -. 63 < eae 
Gop’s Hoty CHRIsT A TEMPTED Man . 73 Lmflidion thw 
CHRIST CONQUERING TEMPTATION . ; 83 ) 


CHRIST SANCTIFYING SOCIAL INTERCOURSE 93 
Gop’s HOLY ONE OVERCOMING THE WORLD 103 
THE SECRET SPRINGS OF A HOLY LIFE. 113 
THE HOLY HEART’S SUPREME DESIRE . 123 


“ THE Hoty (Cit¥,” Geek Pde ioe eae 
‘i 


we 


“Lord, Thou needest not, I know, 
Service such as I can bring ; 
Yet I long to prove and show 
Full allegiance to my King. 
Thou an honour art to me; 
Let me be a praise to Thee.” 


F. R. Havergal. 


I 
“Called to be Saints” 


** Called to be saints.’-—Rom. i. 7; 1 Cor. i. 2. 
“The saints of the Most High shall take the king- 


dom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even for ever 
and ever.” —Dan. vii. 18. 


‘* Partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light.” 


——(ol. 3. 12. 
‘Fear the Lord, ye His saints.” —Ps, xxxiv. 9. 
‘* Saints and faithful brethren in Christ.” —Col. i. 2. 


I 


“Called to be Saints” 


calling,” a “heavenly calling’; and yet BS he 


how feebly is the call responded to by 

all who hear it! If there is an echo to that 
heavenly voice in our souls, how faint and distant 
is the echo to it in our lives ! 

It is not in a future heaven alone that God 
wants our saintliness to be seen, it is also here 
and now. Weare called to be saints on earth, 
and to show our saintliness to every eye. God’s 
one aim in redeeming us was to make saints of 
us. Christ’s dying for us and rising again with gph. i. 4, 
our new life in His hands was for the same end. rom. vi, 4. 
The great purpose of all teachings and ministries 
of grace is the ‘‘ perfecting of saints.” All the kpn. iv. 12. 
daily discipline of trial, temptation, and sorrow is neb, xii, 10. 
meant just to make us riper saints; and the one 
absolutely infallible proof that we belong to 


Christ is that we are living saintly lives. 2 Cor. v. 17, 
3 


ee is a “‘ high calling” indeed, a ‘ holy phi. iit. 14, 


Heb, xii. 14. 


Heb. ix, 22, 


Rom. viii. 14. 
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What strong emphasis all this gives to the 
declaration that “‘ without holiness no man shall 
see the Lord”! That is a fundamental truth. 
The truth that ‘‘ without shedding of blood there 
is no remission”’ is not more fundamental than 
this. It is not a truth so heartily welcomed, per- 
haps. Some would even wish it out of the Bible, 
just as they do put it greatly out of their religion. 
But if it is written with the clearness of a sun- 
beam that we are justified by the dying of Christ 
Jesus for us, it is written with the same unmis- 
takable clearness that the only reliable proof of 
our being so is that we are sanctified by the Spirit 
of Christ Jesusinus. The invisible fact is proved 
by a visible one. ‘‘ As many as are led by the 
Spirit of God, they are the sons of God,” they and 
none else. ‘‘ Say not,” says Gurnall, “‘that thou 
hast royal blood in thy veins, and art born of 
God, unless thou canst prove thy pedigree by 
daring tobeholy.” All ‘‘children of the Highest,” 
however different from each other in other respects 
—in talent, endowment, worldly position, educa- 
tion, opportunity, power for service—are alike in 
this: they all bear some real likeness to their 
Father who is in heaven. 

Sometimes, in looking at the picture gallery of 
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a noble house, whose family portraits have been 
preserved for hundreds of years, we are struck 
with the family likeness running through them 
all, the same characteristic feature or expression 
appearing, generation after generation, however 
far back we go. Frequently, too, the history of 
an old family will reveal the same thing. Its 
moral features, like the physical, will be seen 
perpetuated age after age: the vices of some 
remote ancestor reappearing persistently down 
the line, or the noble qualities that made the 
distant founder of it illustrious continuing to 
flourish in it as-in a congenial soil. 

In the family of God, too, there is a pre- 
dominant likeness running throughout, sometimes 
more recognisable, sometimes less; sometimes 
seen but faintly in one light, but coming out 
distinctly in another; and often becoming more 
clear as life goes on, just as the likeness of a 
child to its parent only dimly discerned in infancy 
becomes increasingly marked as he grows up to 
man’s estate. 

One way or other, to one extent or other, all 
God’s children do resemble Him; and hence we 
find the Apostle John, in that epistle ‘‘ where the 
most large-hearted charity is joined to the most 


1 John. iii, 10, 


1 John, ii. 29. 
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rigid drawing of the line of demarcation between 
the eternal opposites, light and darkness, life and 
death, the world and God,” saying that obedience 
to God’s commandments is the only valid proof 
of our being children of God at all: ‘*‘ Whosoever 
doeth not righteousness is not of God,” but 
“Everyone that doeth righteousness is begotten 
of Him.” It must be so, for the Father and the 
child have a kindred life. If we are His children 
in truth, His holy affections and His holy aims 
will be reigning within ourselves. 

It is well to face this seriously. Is our sonship 
proved by a great loyalty to our Father’s will, 
and a great shrinking from all that would dis- 
honour our Father’s name, by our loving what 
He loves, and hating what He hates? Or do we 
treat the practical life of saintliness to which He 
calls us as merely a beautiful theory, an interest- 
ing ideal picture, a thing which it is good to read 
about in the Bible, to hear spoken of from pulpits, 
to see illustrated in many great biographies, but 
to which there needs to be nothing correspond- 
ing in our daily lives? Then the conclusion 
is a very simple but a very solemn one: 
we are not God’s sons. It may be a discon- 
certing conclusion this, but it is not a man’s 
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conclusion, not even an apostle’s conclusion. 
It is God's. 

If all this be so, what is to be said of that easy 
conventional religiousness that seems to satisfy 
so many wearers of the Christian-name, in 
which, decorous, refined, soothing as it appears 
to be, there is no real holiness, nor any striving 
after such a thing? Is it any better than the 
religion of the Scribes and Pharisees which Christ 
so terribly condemned ? Is it even quite as good, 
seeing that it has in it less earnestness than 
theirs? It is decorous, but only as the whited 
sepulchre may be decorous that hides from every 
eye but One the corruption that festers within ; 
beautiful, but only as the chrysalis is beautiful, 
while nothing but an empty shell; peaceful, but 
only as the dust-covered skeleton is peaceful, 
because it is dead. 

In some ancient tombs bodies have been found 
so perfectly retaining the form and features of the 
frame that was once alive, that the onlooker’s 
eye has been cheated into the illusion that they 
were only sleeping in the mansions of the dead. 
The shape was there, the ornaments were there, 
but the life was gone, and one touch was all that 
was needed to make the well-preserved semblance 
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of life crumble into dust. So with the ‘‘ form of 
godliness.” It looks a living thing; but one touch 
from the hand of God, one touch of sorrow, or 
disaster, or sudden temptation makes the fair 
fabric disappear, leaving all to wonder how such 
a hollow reputation for godliness could have lasted 
so long. 

Surely it is something better than this that God 
wants to see, and that He expects to see, in those 
whom He has at infinite cost redeemed that they 
might be holy. Of all useless things, a dead 
profession of godliness without its power is one of 
the very worst. It leads neither to lasting peace, 
nor to efficient service, nor to sure and undying 
hope. To such a travesty of Christian character 
as this, even heaven with its perfect holiness can 
be no attraction ; to dwell in such a heaven would 
be only eternal pain. And yet we must have the 
beginnings of our heaven here, if we are ever to 
have a heaven beyond. 

It is too often, and too easily, taken for granted 
that death will make all the change needed to fit 
us for a holy heaven. But we can be nothing 
hereafter which we are not beginning to be here. 
Spiritual affections must be in us now, if they are 
to be within us then. Men who are blind here to 
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the glory of Christ, and out of tune here with the 
holiness of God, will need no hand to debar them 
forcibly from “the Holy City” at the end. They 
would pass by the gate of it of their own accord, 
and never seek to enter in. Little though they 
may suspect it, irritated though they should be if 
you suggest it, they would turn away with 
aversion from the New Jerusalem itself; and, if 
somehow strangely carried into it against their 
will, would wander amidst its glories restless and 
miserable, shuddering at the near presence of a 
Holy God, and only wishing that He would drive 
them out again. Heaven can have no attraction 
for a soul that is not heaven-like; and no man 
will ever be in heaven but the man in whom 
heaven is. 





II 


“A Holy People Unto the 
Lord” 


‘The Lord hath avouched thee this day to be a 
peculiar people unto Himself, that thou shouldst keep 
all His commandments, and that thou mayest be a holy 
people unto the Lord thy God.”—Deut. xxvi. 18, 19. 
(R.V.) 


‘Ye are an elect race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people for His own possession, that ye may 
show forth the excellences of Him who hath called 
you out of darkness into His marvellous light.”— 


1 Pet. 1.9. (R.V.) 
“Ye shall be holy, for I the Lord thy God am 
holy.” —Lev. xix. 2. 


‘As He that has called you is holy, so be your- 
selves also holy, in all manner of living.”—1 Pet. i. 15. 


(R.V.) 


II 


‘“A Holy People Unto the Lord” 


-_* 


HIS was the description Moses gave of Deut. xxvi. 19 
what God designed His Israel to be: pan. viii. 24 


and both Isaiah and Daniel repeat the pan. xii. 7 
phrase. Isaiah speaks of a day when Israel 
would be not only re-gathered but re-sanctified as 
well; ‘‘ men shall call them the holy people, the tsa. t1xii. 12 
redeemed of the Lord,” holy because redeemed, 
their holiness a visible proof of their redemption, 
its necessary consequence in the plan of God. 4 

‘‘The Holy one of Israel” was one of God’s } 
most distinctive names, for He was separated 
from all other gods by being what none of them 
was, a Holy God; and Israel was intended to be 
separate from all other nations by being what 
no other nation was, a ‘“‘holy people.” This, 
too, is one of the characteristic marks of the 
true church of every age; it is meant to be ‘“‘a 


holy nation.”” In the Church’s holiness lies the 1 pet. ii 9 
13 
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only justification of its existence, and the secret 
\_ of its power. 

There are lamentations on every side over the 
too evident fact that the Church of the living 
God has greatly lost its power; and different 
reasons for this, as well as different remedies for 
it, are assigned. 

To some, of course, it is not a matter of 
lamentation at all, but rather of relief and joy. 
The infidel on one side, and the world-lover on 
another, are glad to look at the impotence of 
the Church. The open scoffer exults in it as 
being what he calls a proof that ‘‘ Christianity is 
played out.” The world-lover feels as if a 
restraint long irksome were happily taken away. 
To all Christ-loving and Christ-honouring men, 
however, the fact is so sad that it wrings from 
them tears of grief and shame, and drives them 
to prayer. 

Now, if we were to ask any company of 
believing men what it is that the Church needs 
to bring back to it the power it has so greatly 
lost, the immediate and fervent answer would be, 
‘a larger baptism of the Holy Ghost.” But if the 
further questons were asked, ‘‘ What precisely 
do you mean by that? What is this baptism to 
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do? On whom is it to fall?” the reply would 
probably be somewhat indefinite, and lose itself 
in generalities. Were the question still pressed 
home, “‘ You talk about revivals, do you feel the 
need of being revived yourself? Are you anxious 
that this baptism should begin with you? Is 
there anything in you that is keeping the Holy 
Spirit away from you? and are you willing to 
give that up?” would everyone be ready to 
answer, ‘‘ Yes”? 

We lose much by dealing in generalities, and 
thinking only of the collective Church, instead 
of examining our own personal walk with God, 
and asking how we ourselves can become better 
witnesses for Him. The world can only be won 
by a Spirit-filled Church; but how is a collective 
quickening to be realised except by a quickening 
of each individual life? Must not this often- 
forgotten but self-evident fact lie at the foundation 
of everything else? What is really wanted is a 
holier discipleship. Given that, the efficiency of 
the Church as a whole will take care of itself, 
which is only saying that the great need of the 
day is a higher level of Christian living in all who 
name Christ’s name, a level far more nearly 
approaching the level of Christ’s own personal 


co 


g 
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life, a life as unworldly in its whole spirit and 
aims as the Master’s was. 

What, then, is the holiness that God means 
every redeemed soul to exhibit to the world’s 
eye? Put into simplest form, it is just complete 
conformity in all things, great and small alike, to 
the holy will of God; being at one mind with 
God in all the judgments of the mind, in all the 
feelings of the heart, and in all the outgoings of 
the life; agreeing with God’s estimates of things, 


Ps. cxix.128 and ‘‘ esteeming all His precepts concerning all 


f 


ee 


things to be right, and hating every false way.” 
The holiest heart is just the heart that most 
thoroughly agrees with God about everything ; 
and the holiest life is just the life that most 
thoroughly evidences that agreement. 

Even where in the heart-depths there is a real 
agreement with God, there will still be a warfare 
with indwelling sin. But what constitutes the 
holiness of the heart is that it is never at peace 
with its indwelling sin. An ‘‘ earthly” man lives 
in sin and loves it; a ‘‘ God-begotten” man 
lapses into sin and loathes it. That makes all 
the difference between the renewed and the 
unrenewed; for the words of John Owen are 
solemnly true, ‘‘I do not see how any man can 
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be a true believer to whom sin of every kind is 
not the greatest burden and trouble and grief.” 

But are not many half-hearted Christians 
inclined to say, “ My sinful nature being what 
it is, and the world being what it is, it is impos- 
sible for me to live a consecrated holy life, and at 
the same time mix, as I must do, with worldly 
things and worldly men.” God’s appeals for 
holier ways of living are put aside as imprac- 
ticable, seeing that the social and business rela- 
tionships of men are now so complex, and so 
utterly different from what they were in Bible 
times; and then the feeling arises that these 
appeals are only “counsels of perfection,” 
not meant for all, but only for some special 
men, called to high service, and _ therefore 
needing a special saintliness to qualify them 
for it. 

But the alleged impracticability of living a life 
of holiness while immersed in the concerns of the 
world must be founded either upon the assump- 
tion that when God’s rules for life come into 
conflict with the world’s maxims, it is He who 
must yield to the world, and not the world that 
‘must give way to Him; or else, upon the assump- 
tion that it 7s possible to serve two masters with 

Cc 


_t 


Phil. ii. 15 
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equal love and loyalty, a thing which Christ 
declared solemnly no man can do. 

Sometimes, when a half-hearted Christian is 
gently expostulated with for his conformity to the 
world’s ways, he will say, “‘ Oh, I make no pre- 
tension to being a saint; I do not grudge to others 
the higher place in Christ’s kingdom that will 
reward their higher holiness, but for myself a 
much lower place will be enough.” Well, we 
know exactly what this means. When a man 
says, “‘I make no profession of being a saint,” it 
usually means, ‘‘I am living in such a way that 
few would ever suspect me of being a thorough 
Christian ;’’ and if so, the question may well be 
asked, ‘“‘ Why call yourself a Christian at all?” 

For what is a saint? Simply one to whom the 
will of Christ is everything, and who is striving 
heartily to do that will; and that is what not 
some, but all believing men are pledged to do. 
It was a noble encomium pronounced by Paul 
upon the converts to Christ in Philippi, when he 
said, ‘‘ Among a crooked and perverse generation, 
ye shine as lights in the world ”*—shining reflec- 
tions of the purity and heavenliness of an in- 
dwelling Christ. But his epistle was addressed 
“to all the saints which are in Philippi.” They 
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were all, in their own places, and in their own 
degrees, shining lights that the world could see. 
The reality of their discipleship was proved by its 
visibility. 

In another letter, Paul calls Christians ‘‘ Epistles 2 Cor iii. 8 
of Christ, known and read of all men,” epistles 
commendatory of the Christ who had written 
them, epistles introductory of Christ to men that 
knew him not. If we now are living epistles of 
Christ at all, surely some of us are printed in 
very small type that weak eyes cannot read; some 
almost in hieroglyphics that only a highly educated 
eye can interpret ; how few are what someone has 
called ‘“‘large-type Christians” that any eye can 
read easily, and even afar off! The name of our 
Great Lord is on us, but not ‘‘upon our fore- 
heads.” It is often like the old inscriptions we 
see on tombstones in a neglected churchyard, 
moss-grown and weather-eaten, inscriptions the 
meaning of which only minute inspection can 
discover. This is not what the Lord who has 
redeemed us expects us to be. ‘‘ Ye are my 
witnesses, saith the Lord.” It is well for us to 
heed the advice ‘‘ Remember to keep looking at 
Christ;” but we need also to heed a second 
advice ‘‘Remember that the world is look- 
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ing at you;” for, to give the world a false 
impression of Christ, or no impression at all, is 
not only an injury to the world, it is also an 
injury to Him. 


III 


“Perfecting Holiness’ 


‘* Having therefore these promises, beloved, let us 
cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, 
perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” —2 Cor. vii. 1. 


(R.V.) 


‘The God of peace Himself sanctify you wholly : 
and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved 
entire, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus 


Christ.” —1 Thess. i. 23. (R.V.) 


III 


a Perfecting Holiness ” 


whom the principle of holiness was 
already implanted, and in whom the 
beginnings of practical holiness were already dis- 
cernible, Christians already “‘ sanctified in Christ 
Jesus,” Christians who had the promises that 
belong only to the renewed; and what he urges 


Po» writes to Christians, Christians in 


is the carrying out of these holy principles into 
fullest detail, all kinds of defilement being reso- 
lutely conquered and cleared away. 

The defilement may be either defilement of the 
flesh, or defilement of the spirit, but both must 
be overcome; and it is in the small world within 
each of us that this cleansing work must go on, 
as well as in the larger world without. 

It is very suggestive that it should be thought 
so needful to warn real Christians against sins of 
the flesh; for it might be thought that any God- 

23 


1 Cor, vi, 15 
1 Cor, vi. 18 
1 Cor, vi, 20 


1 Cor, vi. 19 


Rom. vi. 12 
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born soul would be completely delivered from 
these. But does not every God-born soul know 
only too painfully that it is not so? Against even 
these there has to be a continual fight; and one 
reason why sins of the body are so prominent in 
all apostolic exhortations to Christian purity, 
undoubtedly was that the whole tone of feeling 
about sins of the flesh in ancient days was 
deplorably low. 

According to the current heathen philosophy, 
the spirit alone constituted the man; the body 
was nothing. It was merely a useful slave, to be 
treated how they pleased. Sins of the body were 
trifles of no account. No feeling of shame was 
connected with any of them. But could any 
contrast be stronger than the contrast between 
this heathen contempt for the body and the 
reverence for the body that shines out in all 
Scriptural thought concerning it ? 

Take some illustrations of this. ‘‘ Know ye 
not that your bodies are the members of Christ?” 
‘*The body is for the Lord, and the Lord for the 
body,” ‘‘ Ye are bought with a price, therefore 
glorify God in your bodies,’’ ‘‘ Know ye not that 
your body is a temple of the Holy Ghost who is 
in you?” ‘Let not sin reign in your mortal 
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body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof, 
neither yield ye your members” (your eye, your ear, 

your mouth, your hand, your foot) ‘‘as ministers 

of unrighteousness unto sin.” ‘‘ Present your Rom. xii.1 
bodies as living sacrifices, holy, well-pleasing unto 

God, which is your rational service.” 

There is good reason for this. All sin against 
the body is, indirectly, sin against the soul. 
Defile the one, and you defile the other, consecrate 
the one, and you must consecrate the other. It 
is impossible to separate what God has so closely 
joined. The body as well as the soul is a con- 
stituent part of the man; and it is just this thought 
that underlies the great maxim, “‘ whether ye eat, 1 Cor. x, 31 
or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory 
of God.” 

In speaking to Christian men and women of 
to-day there is not much need of referring to those 
gross forms of bodily sin that so often fill the 
catalogues given by Apostolic lips to the men of 
their time ; for, in these peculiarly defiling forms 
of sin, no Christian now would for a moment 
suppose it possible for him to live. But there 
are many much less revolting forms of the same 
sins that are not thought of with a sufficiently 
sensitive shrinking in the holy mind. Would 
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that all who bear Christ’s holy name were more 
jealously watchful against their deteriorating and 
enthralling power ! 

There is another thought, however, suggested 
by the constantly recurring references to bodily 
sins. When Paul, é.g.. says ‘‘ Present your bodies 
a living sacrifice,” his words are nearly equivalent 
to “‘ present yourselves.” But the specially-chosen 
expression seems meant to show that the conse- 
cration of ourselves to God must embrace the 
whole man, im such a way as to become visible to the 
world. It is through the organs of the body that 
the workings of the soul can alone be seen. It is 
through the actings of the body that the heart’s 
evil comes into view; and it is through the body 
that the gracious affections of the new heart are 
to be made visible to the eye. Our consecra- 
tion to God is to be of so clear a kind that 
not only the ‘‘ Father who seeth in secret” 
can read it, but that every human eye can see 
it too. 

Familiar as we are with the metaphor that 
likens a Christian to a temple of the living God, 
we lose the force of it by not remembering how, 
in its very structure, the Temple of Israelitish 
worship corresponded to the structure of the wor- 
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shippers. Each was three-fold; spirit, soul, and 
body in man corresponding to the Holy of Holies, 
the Holy place, and the outer court, in the 
building of stone. The spirit is the “‘ Holiest of 
all,” where intercourse with the unseen goes on, 
where God’s light shines, where God’s voice is 
heard. The soul is “‘ the Holy place,” a place of 
commoner and more varied service, but still 
secluded from public gaze. The body is the 
*‘ outer court”’ open to the sky, where all can see 
what is going on. Now, it was in the outer court 
that the altar of burnt-offering stood, that offering 
which represented the consecration of the offerer’s 
life to God. And if we are to present ourselves 
as living sacrifices that all can see, where can we 
offer them but in this outer court? We are to 
glorify God in our bodies, that all may see the 
sacrifice going on. 

But there is also a call to cleanse ourselves from 
all defilement of spirit. Alongside of lusts of the 
flesh lie lusts of the mind, pride, self-seeking, 
sinful ambition, love of pleasure, ostentation, vain 
glory, covetousness, envy, malice, evil surmisings, 
and such like. These things are quite as detri- 
mental to sanctity as any lusts of the flesh can 
be; and all these belong specifically to “the 


1 John ii.15 
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world,” of which it is written, ‘‘if any man love 
the world, the love of the father is not in him.” 
How greatly must many who bear the Christian 
name be grieving the unworldly Christ by con- 
formity to the world in its aspirations, even when 
there is no conformity to it in its degradations ; 
living for the applause of the world, striving, at 
all costs, to be on good terms with the world, 
ashamed to come out distinctly as above the world, 
emulating the ostentation of the world, piling up 
the gold of the world, or spending it extravagantly 
like the world, guided in nearly everything by 


the opinion of the world, whether that be the 
great world whose distant echoes reach them 


from afar or the smaller world of their own coterie 
of. set.” 4 

Perhaps there are more concessions to the 
worldly spirit of the age made by professedly 
Christian disciples in this way than in any other. 
A notable writer, speaking of ‘‘ the general con- 
formity of the disciples of Christ to the manners 
and ways of the world round about them,” calls 
this ‘“‘the greatest and most desolating error of 
our times.” This witness is true. Oh for such 
a wide and deep quickening of the consciences of 
all disciples, as would make it no longer true! 
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How much of the worldly temper is frequently 
imported into the Church may be seen in the 
devices sometimes resorted to for carrying on the 
Church’s work ; devices that are, obviously, con- 
cessions to the worldly spirit of the day. One 
wonders how God looks upon what was recently 
reported in the newspaper press, the raising of 
Church funds by a theatrical performance, a 
whist-drive, and a fancy-dress ball. How would 
Christ speak of such things if He were here with 
His scourge of small cords in Hishand? Would 
He not call them a defiling of the temple, and a 
grievous dishonour to His Father in heaven, and 
say, “‘ Take these things hence”? How can God 
be ‘‘ walking in His temple” as He promises to 2 cor. vi. 16 
do, if the world is suffered to walk there unchal- 
lenged as well? ‘‘Can two walk together except 
they be agreed ?” 

Perhaps we, who are often too satisfied that 
everything is going well, may profitably think 
about Sardis and Laodicea oftener than we do, 





IV 


Holiness in Life’s Common 


Things 


‘In that day shall there be upon the bells of the 
horses, HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD, and the pots 
in the Lord’s house shall be like the bowls before the 
altar ; yea, every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah shall 
be holiness unto the Lord of hosts.”—Zech. xiv. 20, 
Zi. 


‘‘Whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” 
=e Aor x at; 

‘Not slothful in business, fervent in spirit, serving 
the Lord.”—Rom. xi. 11. 

‘* He was a faithful man, and feared God above 
many.’ —Neh. vii. 2. 

‘They reckoned not with the men into whose hand 


they delivered the money to be bestowed on work- 
men, for they dealt faithfully."—2 Kings xii. 15, 


IV 


Holiness in Life’s Common Things 


OW am I to let my holiness shine out 
H in the midst of my worldly business 
and cares? Can I show it to men in 

my commercial life, in my political life, in my 
domestic life even, as really as I can show it to 
God in my secret life with Him?” To many 
really earnest hearts the difficulty of doing this 
seems insurmountable. And yet the whole 
teaching of the Divine Word, and the experience 
of saintly souls in all ages show the complete 
possibility of that seemingly impracticable thing. 
When Christ our Lord and Master was taking 
leave of His disciples, and thinking how it would 
fare with them after He was gone, He lifted up 
His holy hands in prayer, and said, “ Father, 
keep them”; and just as He was uttering the 
words, He seemed to remember that there were 
two possible ways in which such a prayer might 

33 D 


John xvii. 15 
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be fulfilled, either by their being taken away 
from the whole region of temptation, and 
transferred at once to a sinless heaven, or by 
their being preserved from the contamination of 
the world, though still remaining in it; and He 
asked the second of these as better than the first, 
‘*T pray not that Thou shouldst take them out of 
the world, but that Thou shouldst keep them 
from the evil.” 

Our way, and theirs too, would probably have 
been the first, an entire seclusion from a tempting 
world, or a transference to heaven; and many 
eager souls, all down the ages since, longing for 
more perfect holiness, have shut themselves up in 
some fancied abode of purity and peace, to keep 
the world at bay. But this is not God’s idea of 
saintliness at all. We are sent into the world 
to purify the world, not to run away from it. 
Ascetic seclusion is not a solution of the difficulty. 
It is an evasion of it. We are left in the world to 
fight the battle of faith, not to flee from it because 
it is hard; and it therefore need cause us no 
surprise to find that the false glamour of an 
ascetic life has proved the spiritual undoing of 
many. Nobly did Martin Luther say of the 
popular monastic life of his day, ‘‘ Holiness 
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consisteth not in a cowl and a garment of grey. 
When God purifies the heart by faith, the 
market is as sacred as the sanctuary, neither is 
there any lawful place or work that is profane.” 
Alas! many a one has found that Satan is not 
shut out when the Convent door is barred, and 
that the sin that dwells in the city can live 
just as easily in the cell. All experience proves 
that idleness is no help to holiness, and that 
fleeing from the duties we owe to man is no way 
of getting nearer to God. To labour faithfully 
and God-fearingly at our appointed work may be 
as religious as to pray. We are called to stand 
forth in the midst of earthly things, noble, 
upright, guileless, and true; overcoming the 
world by rising above its. selfish spirit, 
its questionable methods, and its unworthy 
aims. 

Illustrative examples of doing this abound. 
Look at one or two from the Bible records them- 
selves. 

When Noah, the carpenter of the Ark, was 
busy with his workmen, fashioning and joining 
the beams, thus raising up before all eyes a 
palpable witness to his faith, he was as truly 
honouring God as when he lifted up his voice in 


2 Pet, ii, 5 


Exod, xxxi, 2-11 
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warning against the sins of his age, a “ preacher 
of righteousness” and a prophet of doom. 
When Aholiab and Bezaleel were constructing 
the tabernacle in the wilderness out of the 
people’s gifts,—their gold and silver, fine linen, 
spices, wool, and skins,—and making it in exact 
conformity to the pattern shown to Moses on the 
Mount, they were rendering to God a service as 
true as that of the High Priest himself. 

David was as truly honouring God when 
wielding the sling to slay Goliath, as when 
composing his grandest psalms. Hananiah, the 
governor of the fort in Jerusalem, going his 
nightly rounds among the watchers of the city, 
was serving his God in that as truly as Nehemiah 
himself, and he had this noble encomium 
pronounced upon him, ‘‘he was a faithful man, 
and feared God above many.” 

Daniel, too, was bringing infinite honour to 
God by his absolute integrity in the administra- 
tion of the affairs of the great kingdom of 
Babylon, an integrity so marked that his bitterest 
enemies said, ‘‘ We shall find no occasion against 
this Daniel, except we find it against him con- 
cerning the law of his God”; and in that, too, 
they failed, for his faithfulness to God was as 
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conspicuous in the lion’s den as his faithfulness 
to man had been in the palace of the king. 

Paul, busy at tent-making, working honestly } Thess. ye 
for his daily bread, that he might not be burden- 
some to others, was serving his Lord in holiness 
as faithfully as when arguing with philosophers 
on Mars Hill, or writing his glowing epistles to 
the churches, or bending his martyr neck in 
meek fearlessness to the sword. 

An old writer has suggested that we may 
take a higher example still, the example of the 
Lord Jesus Himself. ‘‘If we may believe, as 
the early Church believed, that in the days of 
His youth He laboured at the trade of His 
foster-father Joseph, and made for the farmers 
round about Nazareth ox-yokes and ploughs, we 
may be certain that even in such work He was 
scrupulously honouring His Father in heaven. 


His holy love to God would show itself in 
strictest honesty to men, and mercifulness to 


the very beasts of burden in the fields. No ox 
whose neck was clasped by a yoke of His making 
would ever suffer from the effects of fraudulent or 
careless workmanship that left the timber rough 
enough to gall the skin. No customer of Joseph’s 
would ever have to complain to him that the young 
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Nazarene, his reputed son, had put into the 
ploughs He made, either defective work or rotten 
wood.” On everything that came from His holy 
hands we may be sure was written ‘‘ Holiness 
unto the Lord.” He was showing an example 
of absolute integrity in secular things, even before 
He began to diffuse in spiritual things the bless- 
ings of His redeeming grace. 

There is enough in the example of the Lord to 
show to any man how devotion to lawful business 
can consist with the absolute sanctity of one who 
is what He prayed His disciples might ever be, 
‘in the world,” but ‘‘ not of the world,” or like 
the world at all. 

Lately, at the grave of a noble Christian man, 
who used for the highest ends all the success of a 
long commercial career, these true words were 
spoken, “‘he served his country well, and his 
country was all the purer and sweeter for the 
work he did; and he never was afraid or ashamed 
to own his Lord.” We may thank God that 
there are many such as he; men whose sterling 
uprightness is joined to earnest devotion, who are 
letting their light shine clear and full, ‘ diligent 
in business,” yet always ‘“‘serving the Lord,” 
men of affairs, but pre-eminently men of God. 
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Men of this stamp commend the Gospel more 
than they themselves know. Those who are in 
this way ‘‘lifted up from the earth” do ‘“ draw Jonn xii. 32 
men unto them”; and far louder, therefore, than 
the call for earnest evangelists to preach the 
Gospel by their lips is the call for earnest 
Christians to preach it by their lives. For when 
we pray, as we so often do, ‘‘ Awake! awake! Isa. li. 9 
put on strength, O arm of the Lord,” may He not 
answer us as He did answer that prayer long 
centuries ago, “Awake! awake! put on thy Jsa.lit 
strength, O Zion, put on thy beautiful garments, 
O Jerusalem” ? for it is always with the holiness 
of the Church that the power of the Church must 
begin. 

Dr. Cuyler’s words are memorable, “‘ A Christian 
is the world’s Bible, the only Bible that the 
majority of unconverted persons ever read.” 

Would to God that such living Bibles were 
multiplied a thousandfold ! 

If our holy days are to shed no sacredness on 
our work days, we are better without them. But 
our present life of humble duty is God’s training- 
ground for higher service afterwards. He is 
training us to be faithful in a few things that we 
may have greater things to be faithful in. Be 
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our one work here to make life’s common things 
as full of His presence as the Holy of Holies 
where His glory dwells, and so to hallow the dull 
paths of our pilgrimage that the angels of God 
may frequent them; and God will crown that 
faithfulness with a fadeless crown in the day of 
the manifestation of His sons. 

Do we not often forget that a Christian’s per- 
sonal holiness is the grandest argument for God 
that the world will listen to? ‘* There was one 
argument for Christianity,” said a noted infidel 
who afterwards became a true disciple, ‘‘ that I 
never could get over, the godly and consistent life 
of my own father.” The shining beauty of the 
life of Fenelon sent away from under his roof the 
scoffing Earl of Peterborough, with the remark, 
‘*‘ If I stay longer here, I shall become a Christian 
in spite of myself”; and the large-hearted, pure, 
consistent life of Henry Thornton led someone to 
remark, ‘“‘ It is not more learned treatises we want 
in order to convert the world; we want just a 
thousand Henry Thorntons.” 

Surely, for the honour of God in the world, we 
need to be greatly holier Christians than most of 
us are content to be. 


V 


The Lighter Hours of Life 


‘Be not conformed to this world, but be ye trans- 
formed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 


prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect 
will of God.”—Rom. xii. 2. 


“Take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours 
become a stumbling-block to them that are weak.”— 
1 Cor. viii. 9. 


‘‘ Come ye out from among them, and be ye separates 
saith the Lord, and touch no unclean thing ; and | 
will receive you, and will be to you a Father, and ye 
shall be to me sons and daughters, saith the Lord 
Almighty.”—2 Cor. vi. 17, 18. 


V 


The Lighter Hours of Life 


OW to use the lighter hours of life is, for 

H most Christians, a more difficult ques- 

tion than how to sanctify its serious 

hours. Can we, in the matter of our amusements 

and recreations, the entertainments we give, and 

the kind of entertainments we patronise, be 

faithful witnesses to a Holy God, and show our 

shrinking from everything that has a taint of sin 
upon it? 

We are warned against being ‘‘conformed to 
the world”; but where, precisely, is the line of 
demarcation to be drawn ? 

This question is a grave one, momentously so ; 
but it is a delicate one as well, and demands, 
from anyone who would wisely answer it, an 
absence of censoriousness on the one side, and of 
laxity on the other. Some Christians, who go 


very far into things which are dangerous for 
43 


Zech, xiv. 20 
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themselves, for their children, and for all who 
come under their influence, have no idea whatever 
that they are doing anything wrong. Some are 
led into them by what they think the necessary 
demands of a public or official position ; some 
have been brought up from childhood to approve 
of them; some simply drift into them without 
imagining that any Christian principle is involved; 
and some, greatly liking them, plead their Chris- 
tian liberty for enjoying them, and call those 
who object to them offensively narrow-minded. 

Now, nothing is so essential to safe navigation 
in the darkness as fixed lights. Shifting and 
uncertain lights are useless. They are worse 
than useless. They may mean death. Much 
will be gained if we can discover some fixed lights 
to guide us here; for the bias of the heart towards 
the fullest self-gratification is often allowed 
disastrous sway. 

Would it not, then, often shed a flood of light 
upon the path of duty just to ask: Can this, 
whatever it be, wear unmistakably the inscrip- 
tion ‘‘ Holiness to the Lord”’? Does it tend, in 
my own soul, and in my example, to promote the 
honour of God as the Holy One? Can I do it 
and pray over it “‘ Let this contribute something 
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to make Thy kingdom come and Thy will be done 
on earth, as they are in heaven?” Every pure 
pleasure in life can be so used. Music, art, 
literature, science, travel, can all be enjoyed in 
perfection on the highest Christian principles, 
and can be followed with a good conscience by 
the devoutest man on earth, so long as they tend 
to make him stronger, heartier, and more efficient 
in serving God. But there is a line that severs 
the holy from the unholy use of them; and though 
that line is drawn too faint for unspiritual eyes 
to see, it is a line clearly enough discernible by 
any humble, prayerful, simple, Spirit-filled soul. 
On the worldly side of the line are, mere self- 
indulgence, frivolity, vanity, ostentation, social 
ambition, slavery to fashion, love of display, and 
general forgetfulness of God. Into that over- 
line region a Christian has no right to go, and 
cannot go without harm to himself and injury to 


others. 
The question to be asked about this matter is, 
first of all, a very personal one. ‘‘ Has what I 


allow myself in, a deteriorating effect upon my 
own spiritual life? Does it produce in mea 
disrelish for spiritual things? make me less 
inclined for private prayer? less eager for secret 
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intercourse with God? Does it act like a frost, 
lowering my spiritual temperature, benumbing 
my spiritual apprehensions, cooling my zeal?” 
If so, I need nothing else to bid me give it up. 

But the question is to be decided upon other 
grounds, too. ‘‘ What about the influence of my 
example upon others, many of whom may be less 
firmly established Christians than myself? Am 
I leading others into temptation by it? Am I 
lowering in their eyes the very ideal of a holy 
life? Am Iselfishly seeking my own gratification, 
forgetting that I am my brother’s keeper?” On 
such grounds alone, even were there no others, 
many kinds of amusement must be abjured ; not 
because they are intrinsically evil, for they may 
not be that, but because all their accessories, and 
concomitants are bad, their tone is evil, and the 
general effect of them on the community is evil 
too. 

The way in which the matter is put in ordinary 
conversation is often quite misleading. You 
remonstrate with a friend about some practice of 
his which you think is injuring his own spiritual 
life, and the spiritual life of others at his side. 
He meets you at once with the question, “ Is it 
sinful in itself?’’ To this you feel bound to 
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answer, ‘‘ No”; and then he tells you, ‘‘ That 
settles the matter.” Prove to him that it is a 
positively sinful thing in itself, and he will gladly 
give it up; but not being sinful in itself, he claims 
a Christian liberty to act as he may please. 

This is misleading, for a further question has to 
be asked, “ What about the influence of your 
example upon those that know nothing of the 
Christian liberty you talk about? Are you 
fostering in them a love of all that is pure and 
good, or are you lending your influence to foster 
the vanities, the emulations, the sinful extrava- 
gances constantly associated with it?”? Wherever 
you go you will find yourself brought into con- 
tact with things, which (though not evil in them- 
selves, perhaps) have the stamp of worldliness 
unmistakably impressed upon them, so that to 
go in with these things is a tacit confession that 
your sympathies and tastes lie with “‘ the world” 
more than with Christ. You may be as different 
as you please from the world in a hundred other 
things, but whenever you join it in these, the 
world says to itself, ‘‘ He is one of us after all.” 

But, “‘take heed,” says Paul, ‘‘lest by any 
means your liberty becomes a stumbling-block to 1 oor. viii. 9 
them that are weak.” By every law of Christ I 


Rom, xiv. 7, 
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am bound, even while asserting my liberty, to 
surrender it, if, through my use of it, evil should 
be brought upon any soul for whom Christ died. 
‘None of us liveth unto himself”; whatever 
injures another isasinto me. There can be for 
none of us any neutral ground. We must be either 
helps or hindrances to other souls. The air that 
blows over your garden wall bears away, on light 
wing, your thistle seeds to spring in your neigh- 
bour’s field, and even the neglected weeds of your 
own soul-garden may be scattering influences of 
evil all around. 

And yet how common it is to hear it said, “If 
I am influencing none for good, at least I am 
influencing none for evil!” Can itbeso? “If 
the world is not much the better of me, at 
least it is none the worse!” Can it beso? The 
answer comes loud and clear, ‘‘ none of us liveth 


to himself” alone. 
One very common argument on the lips of 


those Christians who plead for a large liberty of 
association with the world in questionable things 
is that such things do not hurt their own spiritual 
life. But what a poor idea of spiritual life they 
must have! It must be of a low and stunted 
type. There ave trees in Spitzbergen; but they 
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are only four inches high; there 7s vegetation 
amid polar ice, but it is only moss. Nothing but 
a low type of life can flourish in a low tempera- 
ture; and if a Christian says, ‘‘ My spiritual life 
can flourish well enough in the midst of these 
worldly things,”’ one would like to ask, ‘‘ But is 
your idea of a Christian life high enough ?—high 
enough to satisfy your Lord and Master ?—high 
enough to make you the living witness to Him 
that He expects you to be?” 

**But I go with the world as far as I can, just 
to gain its goodwill and win it over to my side.” 
Well, that experiment has often been tried. Did 
you ever know it to succeed? It is not the half- 
Christian but the whole-hearted Christian that 
the world respects. We really cannot fight the 
battle for Christ by changing uniforms with the 
enemy. To meet the world half-way is only to 
court defeat. 

A Christian young lady, being invited to 
accompany some friends to a great public ball, 
consented. Soon after, one of these friends 
falling dangerously ill, became seriously anxious 
about his soul. His lady friend, hearing 
of this, offered to go and talk with him about 


salvation; but his reply was, “I don’t want 
E 
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Christians of that sort to talk to me about my 
soul.”’ 

No. It won’t do. If we are to have any real 
influence for Christ, our hands must be clean. 


VI 


Saints in Czesar’s Household 


“* All the saints salute you ; chiefly they that are of 
Ceesar’s household.” —Phil. iv. 22. 


VI 


Saints in Czesar’s Household 


impossible to live a holy life in the midst of 

bad surroundings is wanted, we have it here. 
“¢ Saints ’-——“‘in Czesar’s household ”—what con- 
trast could be greater than this? 

For who was the Cesar? He was Nero, a 
man whose name has become a proverb for a 
veritable monster of iniquity, a man who has been 
described as “half beast and half devil.” The 
whole tone of morals in the palace of such a man 
was unutterably vile. Inveterate profligacy and 
loathsome corruption made the Eternal City a 
very witches’ caldron of all detestable and 
unnatural things; and a more unfavourable 
atmosphere for the growth of ‘‘ trees of righteous- 
ness” could hardly be conceived. 

And yet there were shining saints living there 


day by day, saints who ‘kept themselves 
58 


] F any practical refutation of the idea that it is 
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unspotted from the world.” They did not call 
themselves saints. It was Paul who called them 
so. Possibly they would have disclaimed the 
title. But they were saints for all that, and 
notable ones too. 

To be Christians at all in such a place was 
dangerous. They were saints at the peril of their 
lives. And it was difficult, too; for an almost 
incredible baseness and shameless effrontery of 
wickedness was round them every hour. But 
still, they were saints, whose lives protested, 
every hour, against the wickedness that was 
there. 

Now, no trial of an exactly similar kind may 
beset us in our world of to-day. Our Nero has 
changed. It is not a persecuting world, but a 
tempting world that is now our greatest foe, and 
yet the same unflinching courage and stedfastness 
are needed by us all. To stand firm against the 
sword of the world is difficult. To stand firm 
against its sneers is more so. But to stand firm 
against its allurements is more difficult still. To 
be firm in faith, and to be satisfied with the 
approval of Christ, though approved by none else, 
is as difficult for us inthis Christian landas it was 
for these disciples in Rome twenty centuries ago. 
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The halo of romance often invests far distant 
saints with a splendour which it seems impossible 
for any now to wear. But there is many a 
“household” still—far lower than an imperial 
one—where to confess Christ is as difficult as it 
was for these Roman converts of old. It needs 
as much decision, and courage too, for many a 
young Christian to keep himself from yielding to 
the subtle influences of a home where all are 
world-loving, father, mother, brothers and sisters 
alike, or to withstand the temptations that lie 
thick outside of the home, not temptations to any 
positive vice, but temptations to hide his con- 
victions of right, to be ashamed of his Master, to 
lower his colours, and retire before a sharp 
battery of sneers—as much courage as was 
needed to enable disciples in Czsar’s palace to 
go out in the evening dusk for quiet talk with the 
poor prisoner Paul, and listen as he spoke to 
them of another kingdom and another King, and 
then to refuse to save their lives by denying that 
King, though all that was asked was merely the 
scattering of a few grains of incense on the altar 
of some heathen god. And therefore, in every 
city, and town, and village even, of this 
nominally Christian land of ours, there are noble 
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opportunities for the re-appearing of ‘‘ Saints in 
Czsar’s household,” disciples willing to prove 
themselves true successors of those who laid 
down their lives for the great Master’s sake. 

None of us need ever blame outward circum- 
stances if our soul-prosperity begins to decline. 
The worst surroundings, if we cannot escape 
from them, may be overruled to ripen vigorous 
saints. Some of the loveliest of Alpine flowers 
are those that grow quite surrounded by ice, 
grow in the small cup that the sun has melted 
out for them in the hardened snow. It is not in 
well-sheltered gardens, but on the almost shelter- 
less mountain-side that you must seek the tree 
that no storm can uproot. You do not grow 
oaks under glass roofs, and the more of buffeting 
and trial the Christian has to stand, the firmer 
often does his spiritual fibre grow. 

It is said that the pearl-mussels found in rapid 
rivers give finer pearls than those found in 
sluggish streams or quiet pools, because the rough 
usage of the turbulent current, carrying with it 
sand and stones, fosters the production of the 
secretion which constitutes the pearl. This may 
possibly be bad science, but it is good theology, 
for the rough usage of a hostile world is often the 
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very thing that produces the finest sanctity of 
Christian life. It is rough work that polishes. 
The Bible teaches us, but only trial trains us for 
‘* the life that is life indeed.” 

Of course if, having a choice of positions in the 
world, we deliberately choose one unfavourable 
to the maintenance and growth of a saintly 
character, God will not interfere to save us from 
that folly by sending us larger measures of His 
grace. He will only leave us to reap the bitter 
fruit of sowing to the flesh from vanity, or earthly 
ambition, or self-indulgence, as the case may be. 
It was so with Lot, when he chose for himself 
and his family the plain of Sodom because it was 
‘well watered everywhere,” and did so under no Gen. xiii. 19 
leading except the leading of his worldly heart. 

No matter to him that the men of the place were 
‘sinners before the Lord exceedingly.” His Gen. xiii. 13 
flocks would prosper there whether his soul did 
or not. There was no fear of his fortune, though 
there might be of his godliness. Terribly was he 
left to find out ere long the madness of his 


1 Tim. vis 19 
(R.V.) 


choice. 

Live in the jungle if you choose, but do not 
think it strange if you take the jungle fever. 
Pitch your tent in Vanity Fair if you will, but do 


Eph. vi. 11 
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not be surprised if both you and yours become 
speedily as world-bound as the keepers of -the 
booths. 

But when. the trying circumstances of life are 
the ordering of God, and there is no escaping 
them, His grace will come to our aid, and be 
made sufficient to enable us to maintain the finest 
saintliness of character even there. 

Only let us remember that the world of to-day 
exerts as subtle an influence upon us as the world 
of the Cesar did on the disciples in Rome. If 
we imagine otherwise, we have yet to learn the 
meaning of ‘‘the wiles of the devil,” that subtle 
foe who can adapt his assaults to every varying 
age, and make the soft zephyrs of the enchanted 
ground as perilous as the fiercest northerly gales. 
The offence of the cross has not ceased. The 
religion of absolute loyalty to Jesus Christ is not 
more popular now than it ever was. The godly 
holiness that is not ashamed to be nicknamed 
‘* puritanical,” when it is carrying out the will of 
God, never will be popular, at least till the 
millennium comes; and even though it were come, 
no Christian can afford to lay down his sword 
and put his armour off, on this side heaven. We 
hear much from Christ about “taking up the 
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cross,” but we never hear of any permission to 
lay it down, and we cannot with safety do it till 
we and the cross lie down together in the day 
of death, which becomes the day of victory 
as well. 
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The Joy of Holiness 


‘Great peace have they that love Thy law.”— 
Ps, cxix. 165. 


‘“‘The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the 
heart ; sweeter also than honey and the honey-comb. 
Moreover, by them is Thy servant warned, and in 
keeping of them there is great reward.” —Ps. xix. 8-11. 


‘These things have | spoken unto you, that My 
joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be 
full.” —John xv. 12. 


‘His commandments are not grievous.’—I John 


3. 
‘*T delight to do Thy will, O my God.”—Ps. xl. 8. 


VII 


The Joy of Holiness 


“I worship thee, sweet will of God, 
And all thy ways adore ; 
And every day I live, I seem 
To love thee more and more.” 


O sings Faber ; and his words are echoed by 
thousands of lips. But how many hearts 
echo them as well? Not even all Christian 

hearts echo them with joy. 

It is easy to think admiringly of the will of 
God as it moves among stars and planets, or as it 
controls the destinies of kingdoms, bringing about 
their rise and fall. But to worship His will of 
control is much easier than to welcome His will of 
command, to think of that adoringly, and call it 
sweet. When that Will comes into collision 
with our own self-will, with our tastes, and 
habits, and feelings, and ambitions, and plans, 
how quickly the adoration is exchanged for 


criticism first, and then for undisguised rejec- 
63 
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tion! We may easily have joy in seeing the Will 
of God, but does that always imply that we have 
an equal joy in doing it? 

To set out upon an unreserved surrender of 
our own wills to the Will of God in everything 
seems like entering upon a dreary wilderness of 
pain. We cannot believe that the seeming 
desert will be transformed into a paradise of 
peace, a garden filled with sweetest flowers and 
fruit. This transformation, however, is sure to 
be seen and felt ere many days of journeying have 
passed. The desert does ‘‘ blossom as the rose,” 
and it is a wonderful moment in the life of any 
man when he, for the first time, makes this great 
discovery; but it is a discovery that cannot be 
made by any man till he has actually entered the 
seeming desert in simple obedience and faith. 
Books cannot teach it. The experience of others 
cannot make it his. Even God’s teaching in the 
Divine Word cannot bring the joy of this dis- 
covery. We must find it out, each one of us, for 
ourselves ; but it is a discovery sure to be made 
by every guileless heart. The joy can be felt in 
some degree even at the beginning of a heart- 
surrender to Christ, but it deepens and broadens 
the farther on we go. Even a very young 
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Christian knows something of it; an aged 
Christian knows far more; the Christian when 
perfected at last will know it all. 

When we come to think of it, what a slander 
upon God it is, to feel that He cannot make us as 
happy as the world can; and yet how many 
joyless Christians there are! Their religious 
experience is mostly gloom. They envy other 
Christians whose joy in doing the will of God so 
far surpasses anything they themselves have felt ; 
but the radiant peace of these Christians never 
comes their way. 

And yet they would be greatly surprised if God 
Himself should tell them the reason of it—that 
they have not yet surrendered their own will to 
His in everything. They say they are living to 
Him, while really, in a hundred things, they are 
living only to themselves, making independent 
plans for themselves, gratifying their own 
predilections, fulfilling their own ambitions, 
managing their whole life without any real 
reference to God’s will in its details. 

To hope for any deep heart-joy in this condition 
of things is vain. Self-will in the management of 
life must be utterly dethroned in favour of God’s 


will before any settled joy can come. Oh, that 
F 
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thou hadst hearkened to My commandments,” 
says God (i.e., hadst taken My way instead of 
thine own), ‘‘ then had thy peace been as a river.” 
It is the hearkening to God’s commandments that 
brings us perfect peace. Looking down on the 
saddened because sinning sons of men He laments 
their foolishness in these pathetic words; and 
why? Not for His own sake chiefly, but for 
theirs. He does not say, ‘‘then I would have 
had more glory,” but ‘‘ then thou wouldst have 
had more peace.’”’ Is there one Christian in a 
thousand who really makes the will of God his 
one absolute rule in everything? but how can 
God give a self-willed heart the pure satisfying 
joy which He declares only the obedient heart 
can know? 

Would it not both surprise and ashame most of 
us were we to make out a faithful catalogue of all 
the feelings and actings of our daily life that must 
have the word self before them, self-righteousness, 
self-indulgence, self-satisfaction, self-praise, self- 
seeking, self-conceit ? It is just through the pre- 
dominance of self in all our aims that there are 
brought into our hearts and lives so great a 
multitude of sorrows and disquietudes that God 
never intended should be there, so many bitter 
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tears flowing both over the sins that grieve us and 
over the chastisements needed to root them out. 
But there are multitudes of once heavy-hearted 
Christians who have been taught, and are learn- 
ing, a better way ; who can “sing in the ways of Ps. cxxxviii. 5 
the Lord,” and ‘‘ make His statutes their songs Ps. cxix. 54 
in the house of their pilgrimage,” finding that 
“‘ great peace have they that love God’s law.” Ps, oxix. 165 
In the very habit of loving obedience to a 
heavenly Will, there is a sense of peaceful security 
that makes obedience easier every day, and more 
delightful, too. Just as when Jacob served four- 
teen years for Rachel, sweet smiles lit up his 
shepherding, and the long years ‘‘seemed only Gen. xxix. 30 
as a few days” under the spell of love; so all 
life brightens when the love of Christ fills us 
through and through. We keep in close touch 
with God, because His fellowship is the sweetest 
thing we know. We keep His commandments, 
not because we must, but because it is our joy to 
keep them. We know from our own experience 
what Jesus meant when He said, “‘ If ye keep My 
commandments, ye shall abide in My love, even John xv. 10 
as I keep My Father’s commandments and abide 
in His love.” Inno other way than the way of 
an absolute surrender to the will of the Father 
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did Christ Himself abide in the Father’s love ; 
and in no other way can any glad assurance of 
that love abide in us. 

Could even Christ have presented whole-souled 
obedience to God in a more attractive form than 
this? Obedient surrender to God’s will can 
never be thought of as unwelcome restraint, if it 
leads to a fuller and sweeter sense of the love of 
our Father who isin heaven. And it does lead to 
this; for the more we do His will, the more we 
feel the blessedness of doing it; and the more we 
feel its blessedness, the more we go on to do it, 
and to do it in larger degree, and thus the joy 
becomes larger too. 

No Christian worthy of the name but wishes 
to have some real sense of his Saviour’s love. 
Here, then, the Saviour shows us how it is to be 
gained, and kept, and increased. It is by a 
faithful surrender to all His commands. Just as 
the lightest cloud passing across the face of the 
sun will prevent it from focussing its rays in a 
burning-glass, so the small, thin, fleeting, scarcely 
noted sins of thought and desire that come 
between Christ and us will prevent us feeling the 
warmth of His love upon our souls: every known 
piece of rebellion against His will soon shatters 
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all our assurance, and renders deep heart-gladness 
an impossible thing. 

“These things,” said Jesus, “have I spoken Johnxv. 11 
unto you that My joy might remain in you.” 
Did He mean only the joy He gives, and not 
rather the joy He felt, when He said ‘“‘ My joy”? 
We do get the very same joy that was filling His 
own heart, when we, like Him, are doing only 
our Father’s will. God wants us to be full of 
joy, and He offers to make us so. He speaks of 
giving us a joy that nothing can shake, and a 
peace that nothing can seriously disturb, and 
both, on this one blessed condition, that we allow 
Him to come in and reign supreme in our 
affections and wills. When we adore Him as the 
“‘ King of righteousness,” we find Him to be also 
the ‘‘ King of peace.” 

If a vessel is absolutely full of water, the 
shaking of the vessel does not agitate the 
contents. It is too full to be disturbed by out- 
side influences. And the secret of much of our 
unrest and disquiet is that we are not “‘ filled with 
the Spirit.” We have some grace, but not 
enough; some holy feelings, but not enough. 
We give Christ a share of the throne, but not 
enough ;. for we do not entirely dethrone the rival 


Phil. iv. 7 


1 Pet. i. 8. 
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king; and until Christ does reign absolutely over 
all within us, unshakable peace we cannot know. 
But when the Lord of peace is our only King, 
then the peace of the Lord is our perfect joy. 

For “joy” and ‘‘ peace” are but two names 
for one thing. They are the same thing in two 
degrees. Joy is peace in its rapture, peace is joy 
in its calm. Joy is peace rising up to sing, peace 
is joy lying down to rest. The ‘peace that 


” 


passeth understanding’ becomes, when trans- 
figured, “joy unspeakable and full of glory,” and 
both of these in their gracious fullness a wholly 
surrendered heart can know even here. In 
having them, we can have our heaven before the 


time. 


VIII 


God’s Holy Christ a Tempted 
Man 


‘“Then was Jesus led up by the Spirit into the 
wilderness, to be tempted by the Devil.” —Matt. iv. 1. 


‘In that He Himself hath suffered being tempted, 
He is able to succour them that are tempted.”— 


Heb. ii. 18. 


‘Tn all points tempted like as we are, yet without 


sin.”’"—Heb. iv. 15. 


“Ye are they that have continued with Me, in the 
midst of My temptations,” —Luke xxii. 28. (R.V.) 


VIII 


God’s Holy Christ a Tempted Man 


HAT an absolutely sinless soul could be 
4B tempted to sin seems strange. It seems 
strange, too, how the victory of a sinless 
one should be offered as an encouragement to us. 
Christ’s was a strictly human nature, but it was 
not a fallen one. It was sinless, and had no 
innate propensity to sin as we have within, and 
that fact seems to place Him at so great a 
distance from us as to make His example of little 
use. 

There is, unquestionably, a mystery in His 
being “‘ touched with a feeling of our infirmities, 
in all points tempted like as we are,” for what is 
stated in these words is not that He has a 
compassion for our infirmities, but a fellow-feeling, 
or sympathy, with them. A Being wholly Divine, 
or altogether superhuman, might feel compassion, 


but only a human nature can feel sympathy with 
13 
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the struggles of men, a sympathy arising out of 
a personal experience. Christ ‘‘ suffered being 
tempted,” and there is a mystery in that; but 
there is the same mystery in the fact that man 
unfallen, and therefore still pure, could have been 
tempted to sin in Paradise. If temptation 
assailed a yet sinless Adam, it could also assail 
an always sinless Christ. If temptation is 
regarded as merely a test of the soul’s strength, 
there is no difficulty in seeing how Christ could 
be tempted, for in such a case the assault of the 
tempter would only be like the hitting of a 
granite pillar with a piece of clay. But there 
was more than that in the temptation of Christ. 
He suffered pain in the fight; He wrestled for 
victory ‘‘ with strong crying and tears.” 

The mystery is deep, but as a careful writer 
has pointed out, “the only thing essential to 
create susceptibility to sin is weakness. To use 
the words of John Owen, ‘sin is not that to 
which temptation appeals, but only that at which 
it aims’; all created natures in themselves are 
weak, and let any creature in his weakness be 
seduced into the indulgence of some lawful desire 
in an unlawful degree, or in forbidden circum- 
stances, there is sim; the (first step is taken in 
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that road which leads away from God; He has 
crossed the awful boundary-line that divides the 
sinless from the fallen state.” When temptation 
assailed Christ it was the weakness of our 
common humanity which it assailed, but the holy 
mind of Christ rose above the weakness, and He 
maintained His perfect holiness by keeping the 
temptation, not outside of the mind, but outside of 
the will. There is no sin in being tempted so 
long as the firm will says ‘‘ No.” Where the will 
consents to the temptation, there, and there alone, 
sin begins. 

Think of that great test-case of temptation on 
the mountain-top, and see how it was in the 
weakness of Christ that the Tempter found his 
ground for attack. Christ triumphed there not 
as God, but as man; and He triumphed just 
when, as man, He was at His weakest point, 
famished by a fast of forty days. ‘‘ He hungered 
—then the Devil came to Him.” The Adversary 
of His soul’s integrity and faith chose the most 
fitting time for his diabolical design; but Christ 
at His lowest vanquished Satan at his highest. 
The prince of life and light at His weakest routed 
the prince of darkness at his strongest, because 
His perfect obedience and perfect faith never 
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suffered the crafty suggestions of evil to pierce 
the wall of His Holy Will. 

In this experience of the great Lord there is 
much consolation for us who strive to follow Him, 
and have to wrestle with temptation as He did. 

Some sorely tempted Christians feel as if every- 
thing must still be wrong within them when they 
find temptations of all kinds sprung suddenly upon 
them, taking them at unawares, and coming on 
them just when, through weakness of body or 
depression of soul, their power of resistance is at 
its lowest ebb. They imagine that the persistent 
hurling at them of these “fiery darts of the 
Wicked One” proves that they have never been 
thoroughly renewed, that they have no right to 
call themselves the children of God. 

The argument, however, is just the other way. 
If they were not the Lord’s, the Devil would 
leave them alone. It shows that he considers 
them worth tempting, if he takes so much trouble 
to do it. He never assails in that way those that 
already belong to him. It is those who are 
escaping from him, or who have escaped, 
that he tries in this way to recover. There 
is nothing that can more assure us of being 
God’s than the revulsion of soul we feel when 
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these hateful and persistent assaults upon us 
are made. 

There are other ways, however, in which the 
thought that Christ was a tempted One may 
help us in our own life-battle with temptations of 
every kind. 1. He was tempted in order that 
temptation may be no surprise to us. ‘‘ The disciple 
is not above his Master”; and to be forewarned 
of the assault is to be fore-armed, too. Expect 
temptation, and temptation is already half over- 
come. Expect it in the most unlikely places, and 
expect it at the most unlikely times, for in both 
of these Christ was assailed. Expect it in your 
hours of loneliness as well as in the crowded 
street. Expect it in secret as well as in public, 
for in both of these positions Christ had to 
encounter it. Expect it when the heart is glad; 
expect it also, though in different form, when the 
spirits are depressed. It assailed the first Adam 
in a garden, and the Second Adam in a wilder- 
ness. It assailed ‘‘the first man” when all 
around was a bright paradise of joy; it assailed 
‘“‘the second man, the Lord from heaven,’’ when 
all around was darkened by the shadow of the 
coming cross. 

2. He was tempted in order to teach us how to 
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overcome. There are some temptations which it 
is best not to meet in the face at all. They must 
be shunned. Sometimes we must stand and fight, 
but at other times we must turn and fly; and it 
is striking to notice how frequently even Jesus 
sought to avoid temptation rather than put Him- 
self in its way. He met it boldly when it was 
necessary that He should, but never exposed 
Himself needlessly to it. 

How far every act of Jesus was meant to be an 
example to us it is not always easy tosay. We 
have to discriminate between things which He did 
officially, so to speak, as the Saviour, and things 
which He did simply as a man moving amongst 
men. And, more than that, many things were abso- 
lutely safe for Him that may not be safe for us. An 
absolutely sinless nature, with no evil propensities 
lying within can go through scenes where a sinful 
nature would fall. The angels that visited Sodom 
were unhurt by Sodom’s sins. Jesus could touch 
pitch without being defiled, but all His disciples 
cannot do that ; for we have no asbestos robe of 
immaculate purity, uninflammable by the touch 
of fire, as He had always round His inmost spirit ; 
and therefore He shows us an example of avoiding 
temptation if we can. Yet how constantly do 
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His disciples deliberately enter scenes from which 
He would have turned away! It is a tremendous 
risk, and has proved fatal to the stedfastness of 
many. 

Temptations, however, come to us often from 
which there is no escape; and Christ has shown 
us how to overcome them, by the ‘‘ Sword of the 
Spirit which is the Word of God,” and by uplifted 
looks’ of fervent prayer. Having “the word of 
God abiding in us we are strong and can overcome 
the wicked one.” ‘Coming boldly to the throne 
of grace, we find grace to help in time of need.” 
By these two weapons Christ overcame. In no 
human heart did the word of God more fruitfully 
abide; from no human heart was prayer more 
continually going up. What potent weapons 
must these be which could make even Christ 
stronger than He was! What momentous neces- 
sities for our lives must these things be which 
even Christ could not do without ! 

The death-wound to any temptation can be 
given by the hand of faith and prayer—but by 
none else. Temptation may bring us low enough, 
but if it brings us on our knees to the feet of God, 
we rise more than conquerors ; the victory is won. 


1 John ii, 14 


Heb, iv. 16 





IX 


Christ Conquering 
Temptation 


“It is written” . . . . It is written again... .. 
Get thee hence, Satan, for it is written. ..... — 


Matt. iv. 4, 7, 10. 
‘In the days of His flesh, when He had offered up 


prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears 
unto Him that was able to save Him from death, and 
was heard in that He feared, though He was a Son, 
yet learned He obedience by the things that He 
suffered ; and, being made perfect, He became the 


author of eternal salvation to all them that obey Him.”’ 


—Heb. v. 7-9. 


IX 


Christ Conquering Temptation 


LL through His life the Lord Jesus was 
WX meeting and conquering temptation ; but 
there was one season of special tempta- 
tion, the circumstances of which are minutely 
and suggestively recorded, and which illustrates 
the subtlety of all the other temptations to which 
He was exposed, and also of the similar tempta- 
tions which we ourselves have to meet. 
Just after His baptism, and the descent upon 
Him of the anointing and consecrating Spirit, 
He was ‘“‘led up by that Spirit into the wilder- matt. iv.1 
ness, to be tempted of the Devil,” or, as Mark 
puts it even more forcibly, “‘ the Spirit drove Him Marti, 12 
into the wilderness.” | That was the ordering of 
His Father in heaven, to fit Him more perfectly 
for His work, by giving Him an experimental 
acquaintance with the force of our temptations 
day by day. But probably His own reason for 
88 
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going away from the crowds into a desert place 
was to have more undisturbed communion with 
His Father, and to meditate upon the great work 
given Him todo. Yet into these holy hours the 
Tempter came; and what He expected would be 
a time of calm and hallowed intercourse with 
heaven was turned into a time of dire conflict 
with all the subtlety of hell. 

Assuming, as Scripture everywhere does, and 
as Christ Himself did, the actual existence of a 
great tempting Spirit of Evil, his personality, and 
his mysterious but terrible power over both the 
bodies and the souls of men; and leaving aside 
all the questions so often started as to the precise 
form in which the Tempter here appeared, 
whether that of some apparently sympathetic 
human friend or that of ‘‘an angel of light,” 
shining, resplendent, as if just come down from 
heaven with angelic comfort and advice—and it 
may be to this very incident that Paul was referr- 
ing when he wrote these words—what we have 
to notice is, the precise thing which the Tempter 
sought to do. It was to undermine His faith in 
God, to turn Him aside from the simplicity of 
obedience, to make Him adopt earthly and 
unbelieving expedients for the gaining of a 
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ruin of the whole work which He, as the Son of 
God, had come to do. 

The specific temptations in that wilderness 
were three; and these three have often been 
placed parallel to the three-fold description of sin 
as given by the apostle John, ‘“‘the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life.” 
To look at them in that way is suggestive, cer- 
tainly ; but we may look at them in another way, 
too. 

The great object of the Tempter was to seduce 
this Holy One from the path of obedience and 
trust ; and carrying this thought with us, we see 
that the first of the three was a temptation to 
distrust the love of God, the second (in Matthew’s 
order) a temptation to misapply the promises of God, 
and the third, a temptation to go before the leading 
of God. 

First of all, the Tempter, founding his attack 
upon the hunger of Christ, after a fast of forty 
days, comes forward with a seemingly reasonable 
and friendly suggestion, ‘‘ If Thou be the Son of 
God, command that these stones be made bread.” 
It was as much as to say, “‘ You have just heard 
the voice from heaven ‘Thou art My beloved 


1 John ii. 16 


Matt. iv, 3 
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Son in Whom I am well pleased’; well, if that 
be true, act upon it. You are at the point of 
death, what good will your Sonship do to you if 
you cannot make something out of it in an hour 
like this? You do not certainly look like the Son 
of God, born in a stable, reared in poverty, driven 
out here to die; how will you prove to yourself 
that you are really the Son of God if you cannot 
do so simple and necessary a thing as this? 
What if God has put you here just to let you 
show that a Son of God can take care of Him- 
self?” 

That was a temptation to distrust the love of 
God. How does Christ meet it? ‘‘ I came down 
from heaven,” He says, ‘‘ not to order My own 
life but to let it be ordered for me by My Father 
who is in heaven. Hesent Mehere. If I am to 
die here, so be it; but if I am to live, He has 
a thousand other ways of keeping Me in life than 
earthly bread; ‘man liveth not by bread alone, 
but by the word of God,’ and where the word of 
My Father sends Me, there (bread or no bread) 
I can be kept alive, and I can trust Him to do it.” 

No sooner, however, has this reply been given 
than the Tempter changes his ground. ‘‘ Yes,” 
he says, ‘“‘ I was wrong to make you doubt your 
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Father; He is your Father, and He is worthy of 
your trust. Indeed you cannot trust Him too 
much. With such a Father as yours to care for 
you, you can attempt anything. Here, then, 
is a way by which you can really honour Him, 
and show to all Jerusalem how perfectly you 
trust Him. Proclaim yourself the expected 
Christ, and prove your claim by casting yourself 
down from the Temple roof. The sign will be 
irresistible. The whole city will accept you and 
enthrone you at once. And of course there is no 
risk, no danger in it, for it is written ‘ He shall 
give His angels charge over thee to keep thee.’” 

This was a temptation to misapply the promises 
of God, to claim a fulfilment of them in circum- 
stances to which they were never meant to apply. 
How does the tempted Christ meet this? 

‘It is written again, ‘Thou shalt not tempt 
the Lord thy God.’ I will not run into danger 
with open eyes, expecting my Father to save me 
from the consequences of what would be both 
folly and pride. The people would enthrone me? 
But I will take the throne only from my Father’s 
hands, and only in my Father’s way, and at my 
Father’s time. I am His son, and He will take 
care of me, but only if I am His obedient Son, 
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and I will not take one step that He does not 
command me to take.” 

That was Christ’s rule for life, and it must 
be ours as well. 

Now comes the third temptation, the craftiest 
of all. The Tempter now says, ‘‘ Yes, obedience 
is a noble thing, but are you considering 
what obedience so absolute as yours will entail 
upon you? It is a dreadful path of suffering 
that lies before you. You will have to face 
the fiercest scorn and contempt of men, your 
life will be one long misery, till it ends in a 
shameful death. Now, I can save you from all 
this. I can make things go quite the other way. 
I can give you the throne, not of Judea alone but 
of all the earth, without any suffering beforehand, 
and I will do it for just one small sign of 
gratitude for my abjuring my sovereignty in your 
favour, one small acknowledgement that you owe 
your triumph to me. All this power and glory 
will I give unto thee, for it hath been delivered 
unto me, and to whomsoever I will I give it; if 
thou wilt worship me, all shall be thine.” 

That was a temptation to go before the leading 
of God, to grasp at success by sinful means. 
How does Christ meet that? ‘‘ Get thee behind 
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Me, Satan, for it is written, Thou shalt worship 
the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou 
serve. Norule for me, but the rule of God, no 
method for me but the method of God, no advice 
for me but the advice of God, no success for me 
but the success that comes from God; rather no 
kingdom at all than a kingdom gained by 
rebellion against Him.” 

In these three temptations of our great Lord, 
we have samples of all the temptations to which 
any of us can be exposed; temptations to dis- 
trust the love of God, to misread the promises 
of God, to outrun the leading of God. These 
three have been the Tempter’s weapons from the 
first, but the edge of every one of them can be 
turned in a moment by ourselves, just as it was 
turned in the desert by our tempted Lord, whose 
victory was simply an appeal to the written 
Word. An absolutely conclusive reply to every 
assault is ready for us in this Book of Life. The 
late Dr. Parker said truly that we do not need to 
be geniuses in order to overcome; we only need 
to know our Bibles well, for the answer is not in 
us, it is in God. 

The answers made by Christ to the subtle 
Tempter were, all of them, written answers. He 
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did not need to manufacture them at the moment. 
They were all lying ready to His hand, only 
He knew where to find them, which we often do 
not. They were simple answers too, for they 
amounted only to this. ‘‘I do not need to reason 
out this case; all I need is simple obedience to 
my Father’s voice.” And they were final 
answers. They were given, not as contributions 
towards a settlement of the case, but as ending 
the case at once, settling it irreversibly by an 
appeal to the Holy will of God. 

With such answers on our lips, no temptation 
will succeed in beguiling us, and when the 
defeated tempter leaves us conquerors, we, too, 
like Christ, will find holy angels of peace and joy 
come ministering unto us. 


X 


Christ Sanctifying Social 


Intercourse 


** And when the Scribes and Pharisees saw Him eat 
with publicans and sinners, they said to His disciples, 
How is it that He eateth and drinketh with publicans 
and sinners? When Jesus heard it, He said unto 
them, they that are whole have no need of the physician, 
but they that are sick ; | came not to call the righteous, 
but sinners to repentance.”—Mark ii. 16, 17. 


‘* Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, 
buying up the opportunity. Let your speech be always 
with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how 
ye ought to answer each one.”"—Col. iv. 6, 7 (R.V.). 


“* Woe unto you when all men shall speak well of 
you.” —Luke vi. 26. 


Xx 


Christ Sanctifying Social 
Intercourse 


F the ruling principle of Christ’s earthly life 

| was to seek in everything the glory of God, 

we may expect that His example, as well as 

His teachings, will help us to realise what our 
own relation to the world ought to be. 

Let us look at this example of His in two 
lights. First, as the example of One sanctifying 
the world; and secondly, as the example of One 
overcoming the world. 

To both of these things we are called. 

This whole matter needs to be considered 
seriously, for great issues hang upon it; but it 
needs to be handled delicately, too, for all 
Christians do not think quite alike regarding it. 
Every Christian must decide for himself how far 
it is safe and right for him to go; but none of us 
may harshly or pharisaically condemn his brethren 
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who do not see eye to eye with himself; and, 
therefore, in all I say, I will endeavour to keep 
free from all unlovely narrow-mindedness on the 
one side, and from all dangerous laxity on the 
other. Our sympathies ought to be as wide as 
God’s charity, and yet as narrow as God’s 
righteousness. Keeping them so, we shall not 
greatly err. 

That the world needs sanctifying we all admit, 
as also that in indiscriminate social association with 
worldly men there is an element of danger. 
Clearly, we cannot accept, unthinkingly and 
unquestioningly, the customs of the age, or of 
the society immediately surrounding us; and yet 
to have no intercourse socially with the world was 
not Christ’s way. 

He was no ascetic. He had not a tinge of 
Pharisaic exclusiveness. He never said ‘‘ Stand 
by thyself, come not near to Me, for I am holier 
than thou.” He mingled freely with men. He 
began His ministry by attending a marriage-feast 
with its crowd of miscellaneous guests. He ate 
with ‘‘ publicans and sinners.” He dined with 
the rich Simon, but quite as readily with the 
friends of the humble tax-gatherer Matthew. His 
frank acceptance of invitations was so well-known 
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that malicious tongues accused Him of being 
““a gluttonous man and a wine-bibber.” He take vii.34 
said of Himself, in contrast to the Baptist, “the matt. ii. 19 
Son of Man came eating and drinking.” And all 
this is consequently quoted as an example to us 
of meeting all human conditions in a perfectly 
human way, making friends ofall. It is held to 
sanction a quite indiscriminate social fellowship 
with all sorts of men. 

But if Christ is to be imitated in His outward 
acts, there must also be an imitation of the spirit 
in which He did them. His motives and His 
aims must be imitated, too. I am not speaking 
of social gatherings where all assembled may 
reasonably be presumed to be Christians, and 
where it is almost certain that no offensively 
unchristian atmosphere will be breathed. I am 
speaking of social entertainments where (as in 
Christ’s case) the spirit of the world is pre- 
dominant. In such cases, how is a Christian 
disciple to act? This question may be answered 
by asking what was the aim of Christ in accepting 
invitations to gatherings of that kind. 

When He ‘ate with publicans and sinners,” 
He openly vindicated His doing so by declaring 
that He went as a Physician to the sick; He did matt. ix. 12,13 


Luke xv, 


Luke xix. 9, 10 


Luke xiv. 7 


Luke xiv, 12-14 


Luke xiv. 16 
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it to ‘call sinners to repentance.” When He 
offered to dine with Zaccheus, it was to proclaim 
there His mission as a Saviour of the lost. When 
He sat at meat in the rich Pharisee’s house, what 
did He do but rebuke the pride of those whom 
He saw striving for places of honour, and thrusting 
forward their claims for higher social recognition ? 
Then, turning to the feast-giver himself, He 
reproved him courteously but firmly for his self- 
seeking, too, ‘‘ When thou makest a feast, call 
not thy friends, nor thy brethren, nor thy kins- 
men, nor thy rich neighbours, lest they also bid 
thee again, and a recompense be made thee, but 
call the poor, the maimed, the halt, the blind; 
and thou shalt be blessed ; for they cannot recom- 
pense thee, for thou shalt be recompensed at the 
resurrection of the just’: and from that went on 
to speak of the invitation to the Gospel feast 
which the receivers of it were refusing, one by one. 

Wherever He went, He went not only without 
lowering His testimony for God, but with the 
express design of displaying it. He found golden 
opportunities for doing good to the souls of men, 
in redeeming from their common misuse those 
seasons of social festivity the trivialities and follies 
of which so often become a snare. How earnestly 
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one wishes that the words of the Great Master 
about the superior blessedness of feasting the 
poor and friendless, rather than of making 
extravagant display for “‘ friends and neighbours ”’ 
were more heeded by many of His disciples to- 
day! 

The social intercourse of life has a wonderfully 
powerful influence either for good or evil, and it 
should be a serious question how we, as Christians, 
can use it so as to make it tell on the side of all 
that is elevating and pure. 

No doubt it may be used as a means of good 
simply by promoting kindliness, and smoothing 
away roughnesses, even though nothing higher 
than this is aimed at. But surely there is a more 
excellent way. There is such a thing as a Christian 
use of social intercourse that goes beyond this 
purely human one. Not, certainly, by always 
forcing religious talk (a thing which is not only 
offensive, but also defeats its own end), but by 
maintaining a distinctly outspoken Christian 
bearing, and speaking about everything in such a 
way as to show that it is a decided Christian who 
speaks. 

In large and more or less miscellaneous social 
gatherings, some evil things may often be seen 
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by a discerning eye; the ostentation that is 
hardly concealed, or the pride that is better con- 
cealed but shows itself in the bitter feelings 
excited by some imagined slight ; the vanity that 
is revealed either in the dress, and bearing, and 
conversation of the guests, or in the poor ambition 
to gain applause by clever story-telling regardless 
of truth, or irreverent humorous applications of 
Bible texts, and flippant jests on sacred things. 

Scandal, too, may be talked in whispers there, 
idly, unthinkingly, but producing evil effects that 
will last for weeks or months to come. 

Against such things a Christian is surely bound 
in some way to protest, if not by lip, at least by 
look, and if possible, by courteous, kindly, but 
clear dissent from all unchristian or irreligious 
remarks, for even a worldling despises the 
Christian who is ashamed of Christ. 

Sometimes a silent look or a frown of disap- 
probation will check the maligning of some absent 
one by a censorious tongue, or a single word 
will rectify the misunderstanding from which the 
‘slander took its rise; and sometimes opportunity 
may be found, at a quiet moment, for dropping 
an unobtrusive, gentle, but earnest word about 
higher things, and eyen for pressing the claim of 
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Christ upon some frivolous heart. Often has the 
blessing of God (sought beforehand in prayer) 
been given in unlooked-for ways to such attempts, 
to those who watched for the cpportunity. 


In many such ways a really earnest Christian 
heart will find openings for elevating, refining, 


sweetening, and purifying the tone of the social 
gathering ; and surely it is both the privilege and 
duty of every follower of Christ’s example to aim 
at no less than this. Such speech or action will 
never be resented if only it is seen to be the 
outcome of transparent love. It may even extort 
the approbation of the most worldly there. 

I would earnestly disclaim the idea that I am 
advocating the least approach to censoriousness 
of remark, or to a narrow Pharisaic spirit, in any 
one who would protest against evils which he 
sees. That will be worse than useless. It will 
excite resentment, and confirm prejudices already 
too strong. With all gentle kindliness we must 
speak, if we speak at all. 

Nor would I have it supposed that I am blind 
to the value of seasons of social relaxation. 
They may serve the highest ends, for God means 
us to be happy here, to get and to give as much 
true happiness as we can. And there is room in 
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these hours for much social gaiety of heart, for 
innocent laughter, for the humour that relieves the 
monotony of talk, for all that enhances geniality, 
and contributes to the true enjoyment of an 
unbending from toil. Only, let us always enjoy 
these hours in a Christian way, in such a way as 
Christ Himself would smile upon if He were 
there. 

Could we always go into social gatherings as 
He did, maintaining real heart-fellowship with 
God; go, if not with a witness for Christ upon 
the lip, at least with the spirit of Christ in the 
soul; go, with the desire to commend Christ to 
others as a Saviour who makes us happy because 
He makes us holy, we would never go amiss ; 
for when we thus “eat and drink,” we will (like 
Christ) be ‘‘ doing all to the glory of God.” 


IX 


God’s Holy One Over- 
coming the World 


‘* Be of good cheer ; | have overcome the world.” 


—John xvi. 33, 


‘The prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing 
in me.’—John xiv. 30. 


‘‘Whatsoever is born of God overcometh the 
world: and this is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith.” —1 John v. 4. 


‘* Blessed are ye when men shall hate you, and when 
they shall separate you from their company, and shall 
reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the 


Son of man’s sake.”—Luke vi. 22. 


XI 


God’s Holy One Overcoming 
the World 


[oe Holy Christ was not only a purifier of 


the world, but an overcomer of the 


world too. Always opposed by the 
spirit of the world, He was always rising above 


it. It cost Him suffering to do it, for He was 
slandered, persecuted, threatened, reviled; but 
He never for a moment swerved from holy 
allegiance to His Father in heaven. 

Look at His teaching, e.g., He never modified 
His Father’s message by a single syllable, either 
to please men or to escape their anger. He 
never let His teaching be coloured by the 
prevailing views of His time—what we, in these 
days, call ‘‘ the spirit of the age.” His teaching 
was not affected by His being born a Jew, or by 
His having been brought up among the traditions 


of the Elders, or by the national aspirations and 
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hopes amidst which He lived. His message to 
men was absolutely untinged by the spirit of the 
world. And why? Because He listened only 
for His Father’s voice. ‘‘ My doctrine is not 
mine, but His that sent me,” “I have not 
spoken of myself, but the Father who sent me 
gave me commandment what I should say: 
whatsoever I speak, even as the Father said unto 
me so I speak.” And if any one had objected 
that His teaching did not accommodate itself to 
the spirit of the age, He would have had nothing 
to say but this, ‘‘ I speak what I have heard from 
my Father, and the spirit of the world is nothing 
to me. Let men call me what they will, its 
opinion never touches me, I have overcome the 
world.” 

So, too, when He was surrounded by the 
world’s applause—for at times He was the 
popular idol— He was never elated by its 
applause. He cared as little for its praise as for 
its blame. They would take Him by force to 
make Him a king; He quietly went away to a 
mountain solitude to escape them. They were 
singing Hosannas over Him; He only wept over 
their swiftly-coming woe. He had overcome the 
world. 
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And when the world tried to move Him in an 
opposite way, maligned Him, laid snares for Him, 
denounced Him, persecuted Him, He was still 
utterly unmoved. The world hated Him, He let 
it rage; reviled Him, He held His peace; gave 
sentence against Him, He quietly accepted 
crucifixion-death. He gave up His life to the 
world’s will, and then took it again from His 
Father’s hands in a form that the world could 
not touch. 

What was the secret of His victory? It lay 
only in an absolute faith in His Father in 
heaven: and that same faith is all we need to 
make us conquerors too. 

The world’s assaults upon our steadfastness, 
whether by its subtle attractions, or by its open 
sneers, will be very powerful so long as we feel 
that we belong to the world. But a true oneness 
of spirit with God, a true heart-filling vision of 
Christ, will make our conquest of the world as 
easy as it is for an angel to make light of gold. 
Felt union to Christ will be armour of triple 
brass; and our one argument will be, ‘‘ How 
can I who am an heir of God be under subjection 
either to the love or the fear of that world out of 
which His grace has called me to belong to Him ?” 


John xiv. 19 
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Was not this what Jesus meant when He said, 
‘‘Be of good cheer, for I have overcome the 
world” ? Heis not merely the example before 
us that we are called to imitate: He is the power 
within us by which we are able to do it. “ Re- 
member,” He says, “‘that you and I are one; 
when you abide in Me and I abide in you, My 
victory becomes your own.” God asks none of 
us to attempt to live an unworldly life apart from 
Christ. He knows we cannot do it. But He 
pleads with us to come into fellowship with His 
Son, and live in the strength of that fellowship 
all along. With Christ enshrined in our hearts, 
welcomed there, and given the sovereignty there, 
we shall never need to complain of being within 
too easy reach of the foe. The battle was not 
yet over for Christ, when He spoke these words 
of good cheer to His disciples. The worst was 
yet to come; but He spoke as if the crown 
were already on His head. And we too may 
have our triumph even here, if we know ourselves 
and feel ourselves to be one with that Christ who 
said, ‘‘ Because I live, ye shall live also.” 

It may be that we have no great victories to 
record; it may be that we feel the fight to be 
terribly and dishearteningly prolonged; it may be 
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that ‘the archers sorely grieve us and shoot at cen. xiix.23 


a9 


us,” and we have to suffer daily from fresh 
wounds; but in the midst of all we can have 
what Christ promised to every faithful combatant, 
an inward calm far deeper than the irritation on 
the surface is. ‘‘ These things” (about coming John xvi. 33 
tribulation) “have I spoken unto you, that in 
Me ye may have peace.” All that He can give to 
us is just what He had Himself, the sustaining 
assurance of the love of the Father, and a smile 
from His face that turns pain itself into joy. We 
may even apply His own words regarding His 
Second Coming, to this present coming of His to 
the suffering heart, and say that when ‘‘the sun bg 
is darkened, and the moon does not give her 
light, and the stars fall from heaven,” because it 
is a time of sorrow and distress, it is only that 
‘the Son of man may come in with power and 
great glory.” Thousands have found it so, 
Suffering for Christ’s sake has brought Christ 
Himself nearer to them. Out of the eater has 
come forth meat, and out of the passing “‘ tribula- 
tion” has come an unloseable and everlasting 
w peace.” 

There is a beautiful passage in Malachi which, 
after describing the great corruption and de- 
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generacy of the times, says “Then they that 
feared the Lord spake often one to another, 
and the Lord hearkened and heard it, and a book 
of remembrance was written before Him for them 
that feared the Lord, and that thought upon His 
name.” It is the picture of a godly few in a most 
ungodly age. They at least were determined to 
“fear the Lord.” They thought of His name, 
how it was dishonoured, and how they could 
honour it; and consulted together how they 
might do it. What was their reward? The 
Lord heard their earnest conferences, saw their 
zeal for Him, and wrote their names in His 
remembrance-book. They thought of His name, 


and He thought of they names. He said of 
them what He said of Moses. ‘‘I know thee by 


name, and thou hast found grace in my sight”’; 
and He kept their names for honourable recog- 
nition in the great revealing day. For, they who 
‘seek first the kingdom of God and His righteous- 
ness’’ are the princes of the kingdom of heaven, 
the nobles in the peerage of eternity. 

And more than that, ‘‘I will spare them as a 
man spareth his own son that serveth him.” That 
was to be their present reward, an assurance of 
the love of the King whose glory they were 


OVERCOMING THE WORLD 109 


seeking to advance. And certainly a knowledge 


of the Divine Shepherd’s compassionate and 
watchful love is peculiarly comforting to the 
sheep of the lonely fold when the wolves of 
hatred are raging around. 

Earth denied them any sympathy, but heaven 
opened overhead, and shed down love and peace 
into their hearts; and a voice from heaven said, 
“They shall be mine in the day when I make up 
my jewels”; that is, ‘‘ these tear-stained, battle- 
worn, thorn-crowned men will be to Me as the 
very jewels of My crown.” 

It is an inspiring thought that when the King 
causes His book of remembrance to be read, there 
will be thousands of lowly Mordecais exalted to 
honour. But if there be not many now, at any 
one time, or in any one place, thus faithfully 
witnessing for God, be it ours to say, “‘ I will add 
one to that company at least; if few are un- 
mistakably on the side of God, I will be; write 
me down, O Lord, as one who will witness for 
Thee fully and gladly to the very end.” 





XII 


The Secret Springs of a 
Holy Life 


‘‘ Strengthened with all might by His Spirit in the 


inner man.” —Eph. ii. 16. 


“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, 


self-control.” —Gal. v. 22, 23 (R.V.). 


“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all 


wisdom. ’—Col. iii. 16. 


“Thy word have I hid in my heart that I might not 


sin against thee.”"—Ps. cxix. I]. 
‘Pray without ceasing.”’—1I Thess. v. 17. 


“* Praying always with all prayer and supplication in 


the Spirit.” —Eph. vi. 18. 


XII 


The Secret Springs of a Holy 
Life 


NY life will be a holy one that has three 
Va characteristics: if it be (x), a life willingly 
surrendered to the sanctifying power of 
the Indwelling and Inworking Spirit ; (2), a life 
daily nourished by the word of life; and (3), a life 
saturated through and through with earnest 
prayer. In these three we find the secret of the 
perfect holiness of Christ Himself. In these three 
we may find the secret of our own. 
I. Christ was always completely surrendered 
to the guidance of the Holy Spirit. He was 
‘anointed with the Holy Ghost, and with power.” acts x. 38 
“The Spirit of the Lord vested upon Him, the tsa. xi. 2 
Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of 
knowledge and of the fear of the Lord, and made 


Him of quick understanding in the fear of the 
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Lord.” ‘The Spirit descended upon Him like a 
dove, and abode upon Him.” After His victory 
in the desert of temptation, He “‘ returned into 
Galilee in the power of the Spirit.” Through the 
anointing of the Spirit ‘‘ He preached glad tidings 
to the poor.” By the Spirit of God He cast out 
devils. ‘Through the Eternal Spirit He was 
able to offer Himself a sacrifice without spot unto 
God.” ‘Put to death in the flesh, He was 
quickened by the Spirit.” He was always in the 
deepest, truest sense, Spirit-filled and Spirit-led ; 
and therefore He was every moment strong to 
obey the perfect will of God. 

In this complete surrender of the soul to the 
Holy Spirit of Grace lies the secret of our sancti- 
fication, too. All our want of sanctity in feeling, 
and all our feebleness in testimony come from not 
suffering the Holy Spirit to have full possession 
of us. And, therefore, when Paul bowed his 
knees in prayer for the Ephesians, the very first 
thing he asked for them was that they might be 
“strengthened with power through the Spirit, in 
the inward man.” 

If we know ourselves as we ought to know, are 
we not conscious that that is where all larger 
holiness must begin? Paul lays his finger 
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upon the seat of our disease, ‘‘ the inward man.” 
He passes from the outward symptoms of the 
enfeebled condition, and diagnoses the real mis- 
chief far within. If there is weakness of limb, so 
that we walk unsteadily; nervelessness in the 
hand, so that we cannot grasp the sword; dim- 
ness in the eye, so that we cannot see clearly 
either our own deficiencies or God’s demands; all 
that is only the sign of a low vitality, and the 
cure must be a recovery of spiritual tone. And 
that can come only through a fuller opening of 
the heart to let the strengthening Spirit of holi- 
ness have free access everywhere. 

2. But Christ has shown us, further, that a life 
of holiness can be maintained only by much secret 
intercourse with our unfailing guide, God’s holy 
Word, and thereby keeping in touch with God all 
through every day. Five minutes in the day will 
never suffice for this. We need to have “ the 
Word of God abiding in us,” to have it ‘‘hid in 
the heart,’’ to live upon it, and make it our coun- 
sellor at every turn. 

Christ our Master had His whole being steeped 
in the Word of God. He loved His Bible, and He 
knew it well. He took it as the chart of His life, 
saying again and again, ‘‘the Scriptures must be 
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fulfilled.” He fed upon it, and grew stronger in 
faith and patience, in service and in suffering, 
from that heavenly food; and any heart steeped 
in the Spirit of the Holy Word will find it easy 
to walk steadily and joyfully in the holy way. 
Christ appealed to the authority of the written 
Word; but He decided by the Word only because 
He was habitually living in the Spirit of the 
Word ; and thus alone can we find it a “ lamp to 
the feet.” The mere “letter killeth, but the 
Spirit giveth life.’ A superstitious use of the 
Word will lead to the most foolish conclusions, 
and the most disastrous mistakes. To use it as 
we would use a book of magic is to get anything 
out of it that our foolish hearts may desire. The 
Devil tried by the letter of the Word to destroy 
the faith of the Son of God. 

The words of God can come home with Divine 
certainty of application only to those who are 
Spiritually-minded, Spirit-taught, and willing to 
be Spirit-led. To all others even the holy stars 
of God will be as useless as the wandering marsh- 
fires that delude and betray. 

But how much prayer, how much humility, 
how much sincerity, how much openness to the 
promptings of the Spirit are required for this ! 
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3. Then, too, we need to live far more than we 
usually do in an atmosphere of prayer. This was 
another secret of the holiness of the life Christ 
lived amongst men. Hardly anything stands out 
more impressively upon the record of it than the 
prayerfulness of it from first to last, and the large 
amount of time—time often saved from the 
usual hours of sleep—devoted to solitary prayer- 
intercourse with His Father in heaven. And not 
only at set times did he pray; all through each 
day He was continuously speaking to the 
Father. 

On four occasions Jesus is said to have “ lifted Yat 8. 
His eyes to heaven,” but that act was only the lea 
outward sign to others of a secret intercourse 
with heaven that was always sustaining and 
always sweet. 

Surely we, His disciples, are poor imitators 
of our Lord in this. We pray often, but we do 
not live in the very atmosphere of prayer all 
through the day. Our prayers stand apart from 
the daily life. They are on one side, and the life 
is on another. They do not mix. We know too 
little of what it is to live with the face ever turned 
upwards to God, to send quick glances continually 
to a Father’s face, or to be like those who stand 
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hourly near a Throne, waiting and listening for 
the Royal command. 
We are great losers for the want of this. Our 


hearts are far less joyful than they otherwise 
would be. We are crushed by difficulties that 


otherwise it would be easy to surmount. And 
the world is a loser, too: for we want the power 
that prayer like this would give, to bear so faithful 
and loving a witness for Christ that the world 
would be attracted to a Master who can make us 
so superior to itself. The ‘‘ beauty of holiness,” 
‘“‘the beauty of the Lord our God upon us” will 
always be a strong magnet to draw the beholders 
to Him. 


“When one that holds communion with the skies, 
Has filled his urn where God’s pure waters rise, 
And once more mingles with earth’s meaner 
things, 
’Tis even as if an angel shook his wings ; 
A heavenly fragrance fills the circuit wide, 
And tells us whence his treasures are supplied.” 


From direct and continued communion with 
God through meditation and prayer, we may 
come down as Moses came from the mount where 
he met with God, with the glory still lingering 
upon the very face. As the late Dr. A. Bonar has 
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said, ‘‘In the days when the mosque of Omar 
was first built over that spot of Moriah where 
the worshipper could touch a piece of the unhewn 
rock of the hill, it was customary to bring loads 
of incense and all aromatic shrubs into the shrine, 
which was called the Sakhrah. As a consequence, 
if any one from the city had been worshipping 
there, he carried away with him so much of the 
fragrance of the place, that when people passed 
him in the market-place of Jerusalem or in the 
streets, they would say to each other, ‘ He has 
been in the Sakhrah to-day.’ Would to God that 
we thus lived, coming forth daily with our gar- 
ments smelling of the myrrh and aloes and cassia 
from the ivory palaces! With fresh holiness 
drawn every day out of Christ by prayer, what 
witnesses for Him should we become!” 





XIII 


The Holy Heart’s Supreme 


Desire 


‘Teach me to do Thy will; for Thou art my 
God : Thy Spirit is good ; lead me into the land of 
uprightness.”"—Ps. cxliii. 10. 


XIII 


The Holy Heart's Supreme Desire’ Peli 
AN $ CA “ 
3 EACH me to do Thy willy That is a" 
ale very simple prayer, but it is one of the 
deepest and most comprehensive of 
prayers, for it-embraces the whole round of 
obedience from first to last, in small things and 
great alike, in the inner as well as in the outer 
life—that universal obedience which Paul calls 
“standing perfect in all the will of God.” 

It is a prayer that only a spiritual, reverential, 
God-fearing heart can honestly offer; for no sin- 
loving, or world-loving, or self-loving heart wants 
to do God’s will: it dislikes that will, shrinks 
from it, tries to evade it in every possible way. 
There is no better evidence of the heart’s being 
right with God than that it honestly and fearlessly 
prays to be taught to do His will in every thing. _ 

Matthew Henry sums up the whole matter of 


obedience in a few words, when he says, ‘‘ To 
123 


are, 


Ps. cxix. 128, 
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obey God’s commandments is to obey them 
universally, without dividing them; sincerely, 
without evading them; cheerfully, without dis- 
puting them: and continually, without declining 
from them.” And John Newton hit the truth 
exactly when he said, ‘‘If two angels were to 
receive, at the same moment, a commission from 
God, one to go down and rule earth’s grandest 
empire, the other to go and sweep the streets of 
one of its meanest villages, it would be a matter 
of entire indifference to each which service fell to 
his lot, the post of ruler or the post of scavenger ; 
for the joy of the angels lies only in obedience to 
God’s will, and with equal joy they would lift a 
Lazarus in his rags to Abraham’s bosom, or be a 
chariot of fire to carry an Elijah home.” 

We are taught by Christ to pray that we may 
do God’s will on earth “‘as it is done in heaven” : 
and surely there is much of the angelic spirit in 
any heart that can truly say ‘I esteem all Thy 
precepts concerning all things to be right.” 

The undertone of the prayer ‘‘ Teach me to do 
Thy will” is a spirit of complete docility, the 
child-spirit, the spirit of humility; for it is the 
prayer of one who knows how ignorant he is, how 
weak, how easily beguiled, how ready to make 
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mistakes. It is not merely ‘‘ Teach me to know 
Thy will,” it is rather ‘‘Teach me to do Thy will 
which I already know.” 

And it is a very personal prayer: ‘‘Teach me to 
do Thy will whether others beside me are doing 
it or not, to do it though I should be scorned or 
blamed by others for my obedience to it.’’ 

It may sometimes happen that an honest and 
immediate obedience to God will necessitate a 
going against the advice of almost every friend 
on earth, will involve an opposition to all the 
current maxims of the world around us, will even 
compel us to disregard some of the ordinary 
conventionalities of life. But no matter. Our 
first and only aim must be to stand right with 
God ourselves, and though He has promised to 
guide us in the right way if we trust Him to do 
it, He has not promised to make that way seem right 
to other people. 

It is marvellous how often, when we have 
clearly discerned the will of God, and set 
ourselves, at all costs, to the doing of it, 
perplexities vanish, difficulties disappear, and 
the very friends who began by condemning us 
come to approve and honour our obedience. But 
even should this not be so, the actual doing of 
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His will changes the whole character of the feel- 
ings with which it was once contemplated, and 
instead of being felt a hardship, it becomes an 
entrancing joy. 

The most dangerous time for us is the interval 
between making up the mind to do God’s will 
and the actual doing of it. Let that interval be 
always as short as possible, for not only may 
enthusiasm vanish, but clearsightedness as to 
duty may vanish too. In matters of human 
expediency second thoughts may often be best, 
but in matters of conscience first thoughts are 
safest and most reliable as guides. 

It is to be noted, too, how absolutely uncon- 
ditional this prayer is. It is the prayer not only of 
a very humble heart, but of an utterly surrendered 
heart as well. To say ‘‘ Teach me to do Thy will 
and not my own will in anything”? seems simple 
enough: but to say it honestly is one of the most 
difficult things on earth. Our own will is always 
easier than God’s will, and it often seems to us 
better than God’s. It is no easy thing to lay 
down everything at God’s feet—talents, tastes, 
personal habits, personal predilections, time, 
wealth, life itself, and say, ‘All this I yield 
absolutely to Thee”: and yet nothing less than 
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this is implied in such a prayer. It is a prayer 
that our wills and God’s will may so closely run 
together and resemble each other, that ours 
and His shall be absolutely the same. 

It is not the merging of our will in God’s, and 
losing it so that we have no longer any will of our 
own. This ‘‘ quietism” has an attractive look ; 
and some, like Madame Guyon and Archbishop 
Fenelon, have, under its influence, become 
beautiful and saintly souls. But this is not the 
idea of the Bible. No one of the saintly souls 
described there ever spoke of an annihilated will, 
but only of a subjected and submissive will. 
Even Jesus Christ said, ‘‘ Not My will but Thine 
be done.” There were two things there, ‘‘ My 
will” and ‘‘ Thy will,” and though His was a 
perfectly subjugated will, it was, nevetherless, a 
will. This is what is required in us, and higher 
than this we cannot go. To have our wills so 
completely swayed by God’s will that His shall 
always be supreme—that is the attainment at 
which we have to aim. 

There is a suggested metaphor in one of the 
Psalms which expresses this, “‘ Surely I have 
behaved and quieted myself as a child that is 
weaned of its mother; my soul is even as a 


Ps, cxxxi, 2 
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weaned child.” ‘I have quieted myself,” 7.e., I 
have overcome my restless cravings that once 
were strong, and now ‘“‘I am as a weaned child 
on its mother” (for that is the literal rendering 
of the words), lying on its mother’s bosom, 
contented and still in the very place of tts privation, 
no longer seeking what once it sought, weaned 
from its own will, content with a higher and a 
better will. 

Beautiful! Yes, but how difficult often to come 
to that! No one can use for long a prayer like 
this ‘‘ Teach me to do Thy will,” without finding 
how uncompromising it is, how terrible even, for 
any but a wholly-surrendered heart; for God’s 
answer to it may be a cutting up by the roots ofa 
hundred things too easily tolerated in the daily 
life, and a laying in the dust of many cherished 
ambitions of the soul. It may go crashing like a 
thunder-bolt along our path, wrecking as it goes, 
wrecking a sinful indulgence here and a profitable 
business there, a lavish expenditure here and a 
miserly hoarding there, showing some things to 
be hurtful which we thought quite innocent, and 
some things which we called legitimate to be 
really dishonouring to Him. 

Are we willing that He should overturn what 
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has become too dear? If not, we are only mocking 
Him if we ask Him to teach us to do what we 
have no desire to do at all. Or, if there is some 
sincerity in the prayer, He may answer it by 
teaching us as Gideon “taught the men of 
Succoth, with thorns and briars,” chastening us 
and wounding us till we come at last, through 
sore humblings, to see that His will is the safest 
for us, as well as the best. 

Would that all who name themselves by His 
Son’s blessed name would remember how He 
said, ‘*‘ Whosoever shall do the will of My Father matt. xii.50 
who is in heaven, the same is My brother, and 
sister, and mother’; and how the disciple who 
most of all resembled Him, has said, ‘‘ The world , Jonnii.17 
passeth away, and the lust thereof; but he that 
doeth the will of God abideth for ever !”’ 





XIV 


“The Holy City” 


“I saw the HOLY CiTy, new Jerusalem coming 
down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride 


adorned for her husband.”—Rev. xxi. 2. 


“Without fault before the Throne of God.”— 
Rev. xiv. 5. 


“Faultless before the presence of His glory.”— 
Jude 24. 


XIV 


“The Holy City” 


HIS is the last of all the Biblical descrip- 
ale tions of the future home of Christ’s 
redeemed and sanctified people. The 
book of Revelation, though not actually the latest 
written of the books, has, by a wise instinct, 
been placed last in the order of the Scriptures, 
for the things which it describes are to come last 
in the history of the Church. It is the book of 
‘* judgment unto victory ”’; the book of the golden Matt. xii. 20 
horizon, of the perfect triumph of Christ. 
Accordingly we have, at the close of it, most 
glowing descriptions of the ‘‘new heavens and 
new earth,” a ‘‘ new Jerusalem ” with its blessed 
service, its pure enjoyments, and its perfect rest ; 
and it is good to look at these bright pictures of 
the nobler life that is to come, even though all 
the help of metaphor can only faintly enable us 


to imagine what the reality will be. 
133 
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But, to any spiritual mind, the chief attraction 
of the prospect will be the absolute holiness 
which will distinguish both the place and all the 
dwellers in it. John himself seems to have felt 
this, for, again and again throughout the book, 
we find him making prominent the idea of purity 
as though it were the highest and the best. 

As one illustration of this out of many, con- 
sider how constant is the recurrence, all through- 
out the book, of the emblem of whiteness, as 
betokening purity, in the different visions. 

His vision of Christ Himself was the vision of 

Rev. i.14 One whose “ head and hair were white as snow.” 

He hears this Holy One promising a token of 
acceptance to the man whom He will welcome as 
a conqueror, and telling him that it will be 

Rev.ii.17 ‘a white stone, and in the stone a new name 
written which no man knoweth saving him that 
receiveth it.” 

He hears Christ’s counsel to the worldly 

Rev. iii.1g Christian, ‘“‘ buy of Me white raiment that thou 
mayest be clothed” ; and a promise to the faithful 
Rev.iii.65 servant, ‘‘he shall be clothed in white raiment, 
and I will confess his name before My Father and 
before His angels.” Then he sees the great 
multitude that no man can number before the 
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Throne “clothed in white robes, with palms in rev. vii 9 
their hands.” 
Next, He sees the festal company sitting down 
at the marriage-supper of the Lamb, and notes 
that they are all “‘ arrayed in fine linen, clean and Rev. xix.8 
white,” and explains the emblem by saying that 
‘‘the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.” fev sat 
When the many-crowned King rides forth to 
victory, He is seated on “a white horse,” and the 
armies of heaven follow Him, also “on white 
horses”; and their clothing is not such as 
warriors on earth are wont to wear, but ‘“‘ fine Rev, xix. 14 
linen, white and clean.” 
And once more, when the Great Conqueror 
sits down upon His Throne, that Throne is shown 
to be in perfect keeping with all the rest, “a great Rev. xx.11 
white Throne.” 
All this being so, we are quite prepared to find 
that when the New Jerusalem at last appears, it 
appears with the same mark of whiteness upon 
it, for it is ‘asa bride adorned for her husband ”’; Rev. xxi. 2 
and so the very first item in the description of it 
is ‘the Holy City.” Rev, xxi, 2 
It is spoken of afterwards in other ways, ‘‘ the Rev. xxi.10 
great city’”’—fitted for the reception of ‘the Rev. xi.4 
multitude that no man can number ’’—the sorrow- 


Rev. xxl, 23 


Rev. xxii. 19 


Rev, xxi, 17 


Col. i. 22 
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less city, the city where there is no more pain 
and no more death, where tears are for ever wiped 
away, the city of resplendent glory that has no 
need of the sun or moon to shine on it, for “‘ the 
glory of God doth lighten it, and the Lamb is the 
light thereof.” And yet, so prominent is the idea 
of its purity, above all things else, that when it is 
referred to for the last time, and mentioned by 
Christ Himself, it is again ‘‘the Holy City,” 
thus leaving us with the impression that its purity 
is the very climax of its glory in His eyes. 

To us, the leading idea of the new Jerusalem 
is a city of rest, a city of joy, a city of splendour, 
a city of peace. To Him, the crowning idea of it 
is, a city of holiness, holiness without a flaw; a 
city into which ‘‘ there shall enter nothing that 
defileth, or worketh abomination, or maketha lie.” 

This, then, is the glorious end for which God 
is working now in renewing and transforming 
sinful souls till they are fit for eternal companion- 
ship with Him and all His holy angels. It is for 
this that He asks us to be fellow-workers with 
Him. It is to make us “ partakers of His holi- 
ness” that He is teaching us and training us and 
refining us here. His one aim is to make saints 
of us, “ holy and unblameable and unreprovable 
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in His sight,” “not having spot or wrinkle or any 
such thing, but holy and without blemish”; not Bph.v.27 
merely standing before Him, as we stand here, 
with our faults grace-hidden under the mantle 
of Divine Righteousness thrown over us by the 
hand of Love, but ‘‘without fault’? at all, as 
absolutely without fault as if sin had never defiled 
us in the least; for though here we can only 
stand accepted in the Righteousness of Christ, 
there we shall stand in our own perfected 
righteousness too, for “the fine linen is the 
righteousness of saints,” their personal conformity 
at last to the image of their Redeeming Lord. 
They are perfectly ‘like Christ” at last; and 
there is nothing in all the expected blessedness 
of the heavenly condition to compare for a 
moment with this. All else is only the result of 
this. Could any thought be more entrancing 
than the thought that so complete will be the 
transformation of once sinful souls into the very 
image of Jesus Christ, that the only thing about 


them that would suggest to any beholder that 
they ever had been sinners will be just that 


singular radiance of Christ’s own holiness upon 
them—a brightness of glory greater than that 
which ever-sinless angels wear—marking them out 


1 John iii. 3 
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from all others in heaven as those for whom 
the Lamb was slain ? 

Well, “‘ every man that hath this hope in Him 
purifieth himself even as He was pure’; and 
thus we are brought back at the end to the point 
at which we began, that holiness must be in us 
now, and that a growing holiness, if it is to shine 
out in us at the last. 

What high inducement this is to “ perfect 
holiness in the fear of God!” 

May all our thoughts on this great matter send 
us more frequently to our knees in prayer, and 
guard us from being overborne by the seductive 
temptations of the world, till we feel not only 
that such a prize of our high calling is worth the 
conflict that must precede it, but that it is easy 
to make the great surrender of heart and life to 
God, when we get even one faith-glimpse of the 
Kingdom and the Throne. May we not say, when 
looking on “the bright inheritance of saints,” 
what Julius Cesar said, as he gazed down on 
Rome, and was told that, in terror of his arms, its 
craven defenders had fled, ‘‘ They that will not 
fight for such a city as this, what city is it that 
they will fight for ?” 

Blessed always even here, and blessed for ever, 
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are they that overcome. Should not we, who 
believe in the glory soon to be revealed, gladly 
take up our Master’s cross for the Master’s sake ? 
Heavy though it may be, we have not far to carry 
it. The end of the pain and weariness may be 
nearer than we think; and every cross is buried 
at last outside the gate of heaven. The fight for 
saintliness is sure to end in song; not only such 
a prophetic song as the Seraphim sang, “‘ Holy, 
Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hosts, the whole earth 
is full of His glory,” but a song that celebrates a 
personal experience of marvellous saving and 
sanctifying grace,” ‘‘ Unto Him that loved us, 
and washed us from our sins by His own blocd, 
and hath made us kings and priests unto God 
even His Father, to Him be glory and dominion 
for ever and ever.” 

Let us begin that song even now, and add to 
it one other strain, ‘‘ Unto Him that is able to 
keep us from falling, and to present us faultless 
before the presence of His glory, with exceeding 
joy; to the only wise God our Saviour be glory 
and majesty, dominion and power, both now 
and ever, Amen.” 
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